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There are several places near the lake that have 

attracted particular attention and are treated separately. 

 

 

Collings Foundation 
 The quotes cited here are taken from Lew Halprin, Past Tense, v2, “From 

DTS to B24”, p 87-89, and from the Stow Villager newspaper. 
 

 What is now the Foundation started out as a wooded section along the 

Assabet River. On a detailed map of deed transfers (no date but before 1900) this 

area is labeled “George Barton formerly Josiah Randall”. 
 

 “In early 1974, Bob and wife Caroline purchased a 25-acre plot of land near 

Lake Boon that was being sold by the Eastman estate… [heirs of George Barton].” 

In the ensuing years they acquired more land for a total of 68 acres. 
 

 Bob Collings, who lives in Stow, originally worked at Digital Equipment 

Corporation with Ken Olson, the founder of DEC.  It turned out that Sears 

Department Stores wanted a ‘computerized cash register system’.  Sears had many 

stores and wanted to reorganize the point of sale setup.  Digital did not pursue this 

but ‘Bob and his project team developed the PDP-8 computer based electronic POS 

system…’   This proved to be a huge success and in the next few years his company 

(Data Terminal Systems) went on to become a leader in this area. 
  

 Following a passion and with financial resources they constructed several 

large buildings to house antique automobiles and some planes [on the Stow 

property].  With a strip of land along the River they were able to launch small 

planes on the ‘landing strip’, or as it is said “an airplane hanger complete with a 

Massachusetts Aviation Commission approved private landing area (sometimes 

called the Collings International Cow Pasture).” 
   

 “The Collings Foundation was formed in 1979 by Bob and Caroline as a 

nonprofit 501[c]3 "living history education" foundation.  The Foundation has 

become the curator and manager of the collections, which beside the 76-vehicle 

collection (cars, carriages, race cars, trucks and military vehicles), now includes 20 

vintage aircraft.  The primary intent of the Foundation is to allow people to touch, 

feel and live history and more about their heritage through direct participation.  

Its original focus was on transportation, but by the mid ‘80s, the Foundation 

activities were expanded to include aviation-related events.  The larger planes 

operated by the Foundation, the B-17, B-24 and B-25, are too big for the facility  
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near the lake.  They spend their time going around the country as part of the 

Wings of Freedom tour, honoring our veterans and educating our children about our 

American heritage.”  This tour brought several WWII planes to airports around 

the country.    

 
 

Pictures of the B-17 plane at the Venice, Florida airport in January of 2019. 

(The plane is the ‘909’ which crashed in Connecticut.) 

 

On February 23, 2007 some of the activities at the Foundation included: 
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 The development of this facility was not realized without controversy 

especially by the neighboring residents of Barton Road.   However, not all were 

opponents of the proposed museum. 

 

 During 2014 & 2015 as the Museum proposal was being considered by the 

Stow Planning Board, a number of pro & anti-signs were displayed along Barton 

Road and around the lake: 
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Planning for the Museum: 
 

  In a 2013 map the Foundation property and proposed access road (‘haul 

road’) are shown. The proximity to Lake Boon and Barton Road houses is clear: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Map 26- Collings Foundation Access Road (from Main Street in Hudson)  
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Another issue arose in the spring of 2014 when Collings requested an earth 

removal permit. “This project proposes that 150,000 cubic yards of loam, sand and 

gravel-calculated to be about 2⅔ acres in volume—be dug from the hill located on a 

22-acre parcel situated at the southern end of the airstrip, straddling the 

Stow/Hudson line.” 
 

 This material was to be trucked to the Kane-Perkins facility off Main Street, 

Hudson. It was to be conveyed over a ‘haul-road’, a narrow strip paralleling Kane 

Industrial Drive but near some properties on Hunter Ave as noted on the map 

above. 
 

 In July Collings proposed to the Planning Board a 66,000 sq ft museum on 

the property. Several contentious hearings followed as well as many letters in the 

newspaper. These were both pro and con regarding the proposal. 
 

 In November, Collings withdrew the museum proposal which was accepted, to 

give him time to work with Hudson on developing the “haul road” which lies in 

Hudson but accesses the Foundation property in Stow at the south end—near the 

earth removal site noted above. This would bypass Barton Road as the only route to 

the property. 
 

 In early 2015, Stow sent a Case & Desist order to Collings regarding flying 

small planes out of his airfield on the property.  Legal challenges followed. 
 

 Also in 2015 the objective of the proposed museum became an issue.  The 

state “Dover Amendment” became the center of an argument—whether “education” 

was to be the main objective of the museum and hence was protected from denial 

by the town. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Also an issue of an “entertainment license” came before the Selectmen and 

the Planning Board. This was related to the annual “Battlefield” event that the 

Collings Foundation puts on. 
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In May of 2019 the American Heritage Museum opens on the Collings 

Foundation property. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The front entrance to the museum: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

    Inside the museum: 

 

 



 10 

 

 

 
 

 The land that is now the refuge can be thought of as existing in three 

phases:  Prior to WWII, War-Time ‘Occupation’ and Subsequent Military Uses, and 

the later establishment of the refuge. 

 

 

Before the War 
 

 “Eastern Massachusetts, particularly near waterways such as the Assabet, 

Sudbury and Concord Rivers was initially settled over 10,000 years ago.  

Archaeological remains from the pre-contact period have been located in the 

refuge near Puffer Pond.  The earliest remains are from the Middle Archaic period 

dating to approximately 5000 BCE. 

 When the Puritan settlers arrived in the 1630's, clans of the Nipmuc lived in 

area though by the time of the settlement of Sudbury in 1638, disease had 

substantially reduced the population.  In 1654, the western part of what is now the 

Refuge became part of the Okommakamesit (Okkokonimesit) settlement for 

"praying Indians".  The name "Assabet" is likely from the Nipmuc dialect though 

the exact meaning of the word is uncertain.  It seems to refer to the marshy 

nature of the area alternatively described as meaning “the place where materials 

for making fishnet grows”, “a mire-y place”, and “at the place where the river turns 

back.” 

 The area was settled by the Puritans in 1649 by the third grant of land 

known as the “Two mile Grant”.  This lot of two miles encompassed the territory 

from a line drawn approximately through Willis Pond and the Sudbury White Pond 

to the Assabet River. In March 19th, 1685 the land was purchased from the Native 

Americans for 12 British Pounds, the equivalent of 60 US Dollars.  From the 1600's 

through the 1940's, the area consisted of small family farms, homesteads and 

woodlots.” 

      (Text courtesy of Paul Boothroyd of the Maynard Historical Society and Friends of Assabet 

River NWR.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assabet River National Wildlife Refuge 
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 In more recent times, as noted above, this area was a land of small farms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
--A sign posted near the Refuge headquarters building listing farms. 

 

Wartime Activities 
 

 As WWII built up, this area some 25 miles west of Boston was deemed 

essential to the war effort because of its location. The military was looking for a 

‘remote’ location for storage of munitions destined for the war effort and 

accessible to a major East coast port (in this case, Boston Port of Embarkation). 

This area, lightly populated with small farms, was an ideal site. 
 

 Additionally, since 1881 the Massachusetts Central RR ran along the 

southern edge of this area. This would allow for the transport of large quantities 

of material with relative ease with minor added trackage within the area. Originally 

some 8 square miles was declared for this use but later it shrank to less than half 

that. 

 World War II-era seizure of land spanning Maynard, Sudbury, Hudson, and 

Stow by federal eminent domain as the Fort Devens-Sudbury Training Annex was 

effectuated. Landowners were given about ten days to pack up and leave, and by 

their own accounts received around ten cents on the dollar of what the land was 

actually worth. 
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After WW II  
 

 After World War II the site served as a troop training ground, ordnance 

testing, and laboratory disposal area for Natick Labs, otherwise known as the 

United States Army Soldier Systems Center.  A 1980s assessment led to the 

area's categorization as an EPA Superfund clean-up site in 1990, as it was 

contaminated with arsenic, pesticides, and other chemicals, which were removed.  

Extensive Army clean-up efforts continued for years, ending with the site being 

turned over to the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service in 2000. 
 

 (wiki) “One of the most interesting features of the refuge is the World War 

II-era ammunition bunkers. The site was chosen as it had convenient railroad 

shipping to the Boston Navy Yard, yet was far enough inland that a German 

battleship could not shell the area.  
 

 Each of the 50 bunkers, officially referred to as "igloos", has inside 

dimensions of 81 feet x 26 feet x 12 feet, and a curved roof. Sides and roofs were 

mounded with dirt for extra protection and camouflage from aerial view.” 
 

 Many of the trails have their origin as part of the ammunition depot RR spur 

tracks and in the farm country before that.  In addition, the trails and the 

surrounding land have a rich history since colonial times when it was first settled.  

This includes the War of Independence and the thriving urban community around 

the Woolen Mill in Maynard in the 1800’s.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Map 28—Maynard 1950 Topographic 
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 This 1950 Maynard topographic map (1:31,680 scale) shows the tracks into 

the future Refuge from the Boston & Main track (the old Mass Central line) at the 

bottom left—the wye for ‘turning’ the trains around is at the bottom center above 

the word “and” along the RR track. 

 

Post War & Establishment of the National Refuge 
 

 “Sudbury Training Annex FORT DEVENS-SUDBURY TRAINING ANNEX 

Sudbury, Massachusetts … The area around the base is mainly agricultural 

interspersed with residential areas.  Established in the early 1940s as the Maynard 

Ammunition Depot, the installation became known as the Maynard Ordnance Test 

Station after World War II.   In the mid-1950s, the facility became known as the 

U.S. Army Natick Research and Development Command and was used for troop 

training and disposal of certain wastes from Natick Laboratory.  Between 1980 and 

1983, the area was transferred to Fort Devens [control] 12 miles to the northeast. 

The primary mission of both installations is to train active duty personnel to 

support various Army units.  
 

 Fort Devens is also being proposed for the NPL [National Priority List] at 

this time [1989]. [The] Sudbury Annex is participating in the Installation 

Restoration Program (IRP), established in 1978.  Under this program, the 

Department of Defense seeks to identify, investigate, and clean up contamination 

from hazardous materials.  The Army has identified a number of potentially 

contaminated areas, including 11 containing explosive residues, chemical laboratory 

wastes, oil lubricants, and other toxic materials.  According to a 1986 IRP report, 

two monitoring wells down gradient of two of the areas are contaminated with 

1,1,1-trichloroethane, bis(2-ethylhexyl)phthalate, and benzene.  The two areas, 

which are separated by an unnamed tributary to the Assabet River, are Waste 

Area A7 (a 20-acre gravel pit used from the 1940s to 1980s as a laboratory dump, 

general dump, and burning ground) and Waste Area A9 (a 7-acre area used since 

the 1950s for fire training by the State).  An estimated 35,700 people obtain 

drinking water from public and private wells within 3 miles of the waste areas.  A 

private well is 1,600 feet from the waste areas.  White Pond, which provides water 

to 12,000 residents of Maynard, is within 3 miles downstream of Waste Area A5, a 

70-square-foot pit where laboratory solvents were buried during 1973-79.  A fresh 

water wetland is within 600 feet of the pond.  In June 1985, 100-200 gallons of 

PCB-containing oil spilled from an out-of-service transformer in a remote 

abandoned area of Sudbury Training Annex.  The Army removed 300 gallons of 

Aroclor 1260 and about 70 tons of PCB-contaminated soil to a facility regulated 

under the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA).  In July 1985, four electrical 

transformer units were found in a remote section of the annex.  Bullet holes and 

dents were obvious in one unit, which permitted PCB-containing fluids to escape.   
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The Army removed the transformers and some contaminated soil to a 

facility regulated under TSCA Status (February 21, 1990): EPA is reviewing 

information on the site in preparation for negotiations in 1990 with the Army for 

an Interagency Agreement under CERCLA Section 120 (“Superfund”) covering 

further studies and remedial activities.” 
 

 The Assabet River NWR was established on September 28, 2000 when the 

U.S. Army transferred 2,230 acres to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to be 

part of the National Wildlife Refuge System.  The refuge opened to public access 

in March of 2005, followed by an official Dedication and Ribbon Cutting Ceremony 

on October 23, 2005.   

 The close proximity of the refuge to Lake Boon shows just north of the 

Sudbury Road-State Road intersection. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Map 28-Assabet National Wildlife Refuge map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 15 

 

 

The Ordway Farm & Station 
 

(31 Parmenter Road, Hudson) 

(Taken from the files of the Massachusetts Historical Commission) 

 
 

  “Built in the early 1700's (probably before 1740) by a Parmenter, the main 

house remains such that the design can be readily seen.   It was a 2-chimney 

colonial.   It was put together with wooden pegs and hand hewn beams.  The stone 

foundation originally had no mortar.  Some of the original clapboards are still 

visible on the walls.  The chimneys were both enclosed. Three fireplaces on one 

chimney are still operable.  The kitchen fireplace remains, but is not now enclosed 

in the ell (which burned), and is used for outdoor living.  There were 4 large rooms 

and 2 small bedrooms. 
 

 In 1860, James Ordway came with horse & buggy and rented the farm.  He 

returned to New Hampshire (near Concord) and brought his family (mother, father, 

1 sister and 5 brothers).  These are the ancestors of all of the Ordways in this 

area. 
 

 In 1873, James married and moved to Lancaster, but later returned and 

lived in a small house up the road until 1885 when, apparently, his father needed 

some one in the house. 
 

 When James Ordway originally came to the farm, he brought in his pocket 

some ears of Indian yellow corn which he got from the Indians in New Hampshire.  

He planted the best kernels, and year after year he saved the best kernels for 

planting the next year.  A brother, Perley, who lived in Saxonville, sold the corn 

raised on the farm.  Eventually, some of the seed was sold to Burpee who developed 

from it the Golden Bantam.  This was the beginning of all the yellow sweet corn now 

eaten in the United States [it should be noted Burpee does not credit the origin of 

this variety as having come from the Ordway farm].  A small booklet was published 

about the Ordway Golden Sweet Corn, and it is still raised by his grand-daughter 

Edna Ordway Wilson [she lived ‘across the tracks’ behind what was the station 

shed]. 
 

 The 30-acre rectangular farm was a Queen Anne Grant - before the 

Revolutionary War.  It was not known to whom it was granted.  But later, when 

Alfred Ordway (James Ordway's son, Edna Ordway Wilson's father) bought at 

town auction the adjoining 30 acres, a search of deeds indicated that they had 

formerly belonged to a T. M. Miles, but it is unknown whether this was the person 

to whom the grant was made. 
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 In 1874, James had bought the neighboring 30 acre farm from Ashley 

Brigham of Marlborough.  It remained in the Ordway family until 1956.” 

 

 The Massachusetts Central Railroad was chartered May 10, 1869 and 

organized September 2, 1869 to build a line from Boston west to Northampton and 

possibly beyond to the Hudson River in the middle of the state. 
 

 It is not certain just when Ordway’s became a stop on this line but certainly 

by 1905 it became a ‘flag-stop’ and a place to pickup the train. 

 

 By the mid-1950s to maintain ridership the B&M reduced fares, but it didn’t 

help to stimulate enough passenger traffic:  
        (January 19, 1954) 

 Passenger service was cut to one daily round trip 

in 1928, and only ran east of Clinton after 1932. In 1958, 

this was cut yet further to Hudson; by 1964 these trains 

used the Fitchburg Line east of a junction in eastern 

Waltham. When the MBTA started to subsidize 

commuter rail on January 18, 1965, the line was cut back 

to South Sudbury.  

 

  By January of 1964 what was long expected: 
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The rest of the line was discontinued November 26, 1971.  The route from 

Waltham to Berlin was bought by the MBTA on December 27, 1976, but has not 

seen service restored. 

 

 Train transportation, not only locally but also nationally was in serious decline.   

    On May 5, 1977 the following appeared: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

         

  Some pictures at the Ordway 

Crossing: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Approximately same view as above  
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The couple in the center of this 

photo is Edward J. and Grace E. 

Butler.  
 

Edward was one of the signers of 

the original Lake Boon 

Improvement Association. 
 

He bought a cottage on Lakeside 

Ave. and was the father of 

Richard Butler who produced the 

map shown as Map 20.   Edward 

was the author’s grandfather 

early 1920s  
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These pictures are from the same viewpoint along Parmenter Rd: 

 

About 1900 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

                                                        About 1960  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                     Current view 
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The next two pictures are from the same viewpoint: 
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 As in any place there are individuals who contribute their talents both to the 

locality and in the wider world. Lake Boon was no exception. 
 

 What follows is a selection—there could have been more.  These are only a 

few of the more notable people.  We start with the family of Alan Kattelle and 

spend more time on the Kattelle family because we have more information and he 

was more recent and well known to anyone who lived at the lake and became 

involved in lake (and town) affairs in recent years. Some of the others are less 

familiar to the modern resident of the lake. 

 

Alan Kattelle  (1919-2010) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natalie and Alan Kattelle & the author 

at Lake Boon, early 1990s 

 

 

 

 

 

Some Notable Lake People 
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Alan Kattelle’s Obituary 

December 9, 2010 in Home movies | Tags: Alan Kattelle 

 

The following obituary has been provided by the Kattelle family. 

 

Alan D. Kattelle of Hudson, MA. died on Tuesday, December 8, 

2010 at the age of 91.  Born in 1919 in Boston, he attended 

Columbia University where he graduated in 1948.  Alan was 

working as a machinist in Hudson when World War II was 

declared; he later enlisted in the U. S. Army and served as an 

interpreter with the Allied occupation forces in France and 

Germany. 

 

Mr. Kattelle had a successful career as an engineer and business 

executive.  Before his retirement from the Kennecott Copper Co. in 

1979, he purchased heavy equipment for among other mines, the 

Bingham Canyon copper mine in Utah, the world’s largest man-

made excavation.  For 30 years, he and his family resided in 

Darien, CT.  Besides being an accomplished sculptor and author, 

Mr. Kattelle established himself over 25 years of collecting, 

writing, and lecturing as one of the world’s foremost authorities on 

amateur cinematography.  His articles have appeared in numerous 

collectors’ society journals, as well as the Journal of Film and 

Video, Film History, and the newsletter of the Association of 

Moving Image Archivists, where he received the Silver Light 

Award in 2005 given in recognition of his long standing 

contributions and leadership in the field of amateur film.  He was a 

charter member and past president of the Photographic Historical 

Society of New England, co-founder and past president of the 

Movie Machine Society and served on the advisory board of 

Northeast Historic Film.  At one time he had one of the largest 

private collections of amateur film equipment and literature in the 

world which he has since donated to Northeast Historic Film, 

Bucksport, ME.  He also authored and published the definitive 
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The following is contributed by his long time friend and collaborator- Lew Halprin. 

(from Lew’s book “Past Tense”, vol 1, p 27) 

 “When given an old home movie machine of his own many years later, he 

started collecting them and doing research on every movie camera he was able to 

add to his large collection.  Recently, he published a thick scholarly tome called 

“Home Movies” which presented the history along with pictures and market 

information of all the silent home movie machines built in America between 1897-

1979, a definitive book much in demand by antique movie machine collectors. 
 

 His interest in rocks and minerals resulted in yet another major collection, 

as did his gun collection, his railroad lantern collection, his clock and timepiece 

collection, his light bulb collection, most anything that Alan got interested in, he 

collected.   His interest in Lake Boon’s history became another area of research 

and collection, which resulted in our publishing two books together featuring many 

old pictures and post cards of the lake.  His interests were not just in collecting 

but action as well when he became an active member of the Lake Boon Commission 

for many years with his long time friends Don Hawkes and Dick Gelpke.” 

  
 

 After Alan donated his collection of equipment to Northeast Historic Film, 

he began to focus his attention on co-writing the history of his beloved Lake Boon 

…as well as his own family’s history. 
 

 To those who were lucky enough to know him, Alan’s impressive 

accomplishments were soon overwhelmed by his impish smile, his generousness in 

hosting guests at his summer home on Monhegan Island off the coast of Maine and 

his home in Hudson, where he would show off his latest sculpture and invite you to 

join him for his nightly cocktail. 

 

 By the summer of 1996 (perhaps earlier) Alan took passengers on a pontoon 

boat history tours around the lake. This became a popular event of later Labor Day 

activities. Former resident and LB Commissioner Donald Hawkes and Richard 

Gelpke took over these ‘duties’ in later years. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

http://www.oldfilm.org/content/study-center
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It would not be complete to not mention his wife, Natalie: 
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Elsie Chamberlain (1881-1965) 
 

 It should be mentioned here that Alan’s family came to Lake Boon early in 

the 20th century. They bought the old August May farm located in the area of 

lower Main Street and what is now Old County Road on the town line between 

Hudson and Stow. 
 

 Alan’s father has been mentioned earlier because he captained the Princess 

launch around the lake over 100 years ago.  His sister Elsie Chamberlain (Alan 

Kattelle’s aunt) also lived on the lake on the family site.  She is best known as 

founding the Chamberlain School of Retailing in Boston, on Marlborough Street not 

far from the Boston Common. 

 

Her obituary appeared June 23, 1965: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Benjamin Lovett (1876-1952) 
 

(from http://www.save-squaredancing.com/history.htm): 
 

 Henry Ford (1863-1947), who once worked for the Edison Illuminating 

Company (1891), in 1903 started the Ford Motor Company.   Henry Ford and his 

wife Clara Bryant loved to dance.  Henry Ford began his search for someone to 

teach square dancing.  In 1923, Mr. Ford purchased the Wayside Inn because of its 

beautiful ballroom.  Shortly after purchasing the Wayside Inn, Mr. Ford found 

Benjamin Lovett (1876-1952) and his wife Charlotte L. Cooke.  Henry Ford felt  

http://www.save-squaredancing.com/history.htm
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Benjamin Lovett to be the perfect teacher of "old fashion" dances, and in 1924 

Benjamin Lovett began teaching classes for Mr. Ford, something that lasted over 

20 years.   
 

 Mr. Ford decided he wanted a place to dance near his home, so in 1937 

Lovett Hall was built as part of a building at the Edison Institute.  The floor was 

made of Burmese teakwood with a spring board floor designed specifically for 

dancing, along with English Colonial furnishings and chandeliers.  Square dancing, 

along with quadrilles, two-steps, waltzes, and other old fashion dances, became a 

part of life for Ford employees and school children across the United States.  Ford 

and Lovett believed square dancing taught social training, courtesy, good 

citizenship, along with rhythm.  They felt it should be a part of every school's 

teaching of physical education.   
 

 Around 1928, Boards of Education all over the United States endorsed their 

square dancing program.  Almost half the public schools in America began teaching 

square dancing and other old fashion dancing.  Not only was this great exercise, 

but Ford and Lovett felt square dancing corrected the missing fun and teamwork 

that one-on-one dance lacked.   Ford and Lovett felt that having square dancing in 

schools would help train children in manners, courtesy, and social training, a quality 

Henry Ford wanted to see excel in people.   

   

 In 1944, Henry Ford decided he wanted a radio show that would have dances 

and discussion of the dances.  "The Early American Dance Music" radio program 

was a half-hour show that ran about a year and a half, twice on Saturday night, and 

featured Benjamin Lovett and others calling squares with the music being played by 

the “Henry Ford Old-Fashion Orchestra.” 
  

 In the book “Henry Ford and Benjamin B. Lovett” by Eva O'Neal Twork, the 

following appears:  

 "... Mr. Ford was a true believer in the benefits and power of music and old-

fashioned dancing.  In starting the old-fashioned dancing program, he, along with 

Mr. Lovett, saved a part of the American heritage for the present generation and 

those to follow. 
 

 ...The Early American dancers of today owe Mr. Ford and Mr. and Mrs. 

Lovett a great sense of gratitude.  It is because of their unique partnership, the 

Lovetts' talent and diligence, and Mr. Ford's great interest in old-fashioned 

dancing that many people still merrily swing to an allemande left and an allemande 

right.  Early American dancing is not a relic from a crowded attic of nostalgia, but 

is still a part of the recreational scene.  While watching a recent Henry Ford 

Musical Historical Concert, an Early American dance program, at beautiful Lovett 

Hall and seeing the joyful, rhythmical dancers, it was evident old-time dancing is  
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very much alive.  You need not be concerned about old-fashioned dancing being 

asleep, Mr. Ford and Mr. Lovett.  It is still 'good morning' with the Early American 

dances."  

 

 A version of “Life on the Ocean Wave”, called by Benjamin Lovett is at 

http://squaredancehistory.org/items/show/892. 

 

(from http://www.floridasquaredance.com/dixiedancers/henry_ford_page.htm) 

 

  Lovett's influence soon extended to colleges and universities.  Where 

European dances had been the only kind of folk dance taught in college physical 

education classes, now American dancing was added to the curriculum at such 

institutions as Temple, Michigan, Radcliffe, Stevens, and North Carolina. 
 

 Under Ford's sponsorship, the Lovett's taught in thirty-four universities, 

colleges, and normal schools. 

 

 As noted in the chronology of Lake Boon, Benjamin Lovett operated the 

dance & picnic pavilion at Indian Point (Cannings Grove) on the north shore of the 

Second Basin for a number of years around 1910. 

 

    

 

Frank S. Rock (1858-1932) 
 

 Frank Rock, a prominent Marlboro merchant and real estate man, is noted as 

one half of the team “Rock & Hayes Realty Company”. They were the developers of 

the Lakeside land--the large area between Main Street and the shoreline along 

Lakeside Ave. Their plans first appear in 1909 with a revised one in 1921 [see plans 

in the printed volume]. His name is also memorialized in “Rock Avenue”, laid out 

connecting Main Street and Lakeside Ave in 1923. 

Marlboro Business Directory 1909 

 

 

 

http://www.floridasquaredance.com/dixiedancers/henry_ford_page.htm
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 His son John Rock (1890-1984) played an important role in the early 1950s in 

developing ‘the pill” (the “combined oral contraceptive pill”). 

 

 

Grant Wheat (1884-1955) 
 

 In the summer of 1949 a note in the local newspaper mentions that Grant 

Wheat of Worcester Ave had invented the miner’s lamp.  This was manufactured 

by a Marlboro plant.  He was also active in the Lake Boon Association participating 

as an officer and long time member. 
  

 “Koehler Lighting Products enjoys a long, accomplished tradition in the 

design and development of lamps for mine safety. Founded by German immigrant 

Ernest F. Koehler in 1912 in [Marlboro] Massachusetts, our company manufactured 

the first naphtha-burning safety lamp ever approved by the U.S. Bureau of Mines 

for explosive coal mine atmospheres.   In 1915, that lamp received a gold medal 

marking the opening of the Panama Canal—the first of a number of milestones. 
 

 Within a few years, Koehler was teaming up with inventor Grant Wheat in 

designing one of the very first electric-powered rechargeable lights for 

underground mining.  Wheat Cap Lamps remain one of the industry’s most relied 

upon choices to this day.  In fact, their unmatched quality has made them a 

favorite among thousands of workers in various industrial settings, including more 

than 85 percent of U.S. and Canadian underground miners.  By 1980, Koehler 

Lighting Products had grown to a position of greater prominence. That year, the 

International Olympic Committee determined our Flame Safety Lamp was the only 

safe way to transport the Olympic flame on an airliner—a decision they made again 

for the 1984 and 1988 Olympic Games. 
 

 The Koehler Manufacturing Company was established in 1912 at its present 

location on Lincoln Street [Marlboro] by Mr. Ernest Koehler.  The wooden frame 

factory, a former S. H. Howe Shoe Plant was leased to Mr. Koehler by B.A. Corbin & 

Son Company for the purpose of manufacturing the Koehler Flame Safety Mine 

Lamp.   In 1915 the business was acquired by Mr. Henry G. Powning and Mr. Henry G. 

Lapham and incorporated as a new company in 1917.   In 1920 a two-story brick 

building was built adjacent to the original factory, completing the facilities as they 

exist today.   At about the time the present owners took over the company, the 

late Mr. Grant Wheat, inventor, joined the staff, bringing with him his new electric 

miner’s cap lamp.   The first Wheat Rechargeable Cap Lamp won U.S. Bureau of 

mines approval in 1919 and became one of the first such lamps to be used in this 

country.”   

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Combined_oral_contraceptive_pill
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Wallace Hansen (1920-2016) 
 

 As noted in the summer of 1949, Hansen lived on Lakeside Ave for some time 

while gathering the data and writing the USGS publication Geology and Mineral 

Resources of the Hudson and Maynard Quadrangles (USGS Survey Bulletin 1038) in 

1956. It is still the definitive work on this area.  [This volume is available on line.] 

  

[From the Denver Post--July 10 to Jul. 13, 2016] 
 

 “Wally Hansen, known as a "geologist's geologist and everybody's friend," 

died peacefully in his sleep at age 95. Wally knew he wanted to be a geologist from 

the time he found his first fossil at age 8, and his career with the US Geological 

Survey spanned 5 decades.  His focus included the Black Canyon of the Gunnison, 

the Uinta Mountains, and the 1964 Alaska earthquake.  His wartime experiences as 

a meteorologist on the Greenland Ice Cap inspired his memoir, "Greenland's Icy 

Fury."   Wally and his wife, Ellen lovingly raised 4 children and instilled in them a 

love for the natural world.  He was a talented writer, sculptor, painter and 

cartoonist, and lived a life of kindness, intelligence, curiosity and humor.…” 

 

       

Maurice Tobin (1901-1953) 
 [Wikipedia] “Tobin was born in Mission Hill, Boston, Massachusetts to James 

Tobin, a carpenter, and Margaret Daly.  He was the eldest of four children 

including Timothy F. (b.1902), Margaret M. (b.1905) and James G. (b. 1907).  He 

graduated from Boston College and worked for Conway Leather and New England 

Telephone, before entering politics as a protégé of the legendary James Michael 

Curley. Tobin was elected to the Massachusetts House of Representatives at the 

age of 25, serving from 1927 to 1929.  In November 1932 he married Helen 

Noonan of Brighton, Massachusetts, with whom he had three children.  [The 

Noonan family owned a cottage on Lakeside Ave and he often visited there in the 

summers.]  He served on the Boston School Committee from 1931 to 1937, before 

shocking the political establishment by defeating Curley in the 1937 race for 

Mayor of Boston. 
 

 He served as Mayor from 1938 to 1945, during which time he advocated the 

Fair Employment Practices Bill, which prohibited discrimination based on race, color, 

creed, and national origin in hiring or promotion practices.   During his tenure as 

mayor, the Cocoanut Grove fire occurred in Boston. … His administration was 

marked by efforts to increase the benefits of unemployment insurance and 

workers compensation.  He is also credited with the creation of Massport.  In 1946, 

he was defeated for re-election by Lt. Governor, Robert F. Bradford. “ 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mission_Hill,_Boston,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_College
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Telephone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/New_England_Telephone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Michael_Curley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/James_Michael_Curley
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_House_of_Representatives
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brighton,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cocoanut_Grove_fire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Port_Authority
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_F._Bradford
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George Barton (1852-1933) 
 

 George Barton was one of the pivotal individuals from a key family at Lake 

Boon in the early days of lake settlement.   Only the briefest outline is given 

here—his diary appears below as Appendix 2 (below). 
 

(from Wikipedia) “He was an American geologist, arctic explorer, and 

college professor.  He was an alumnus and faculty member in geology 

at the u, served as the director of the Teachers' School of Science 

in Boston and was the founding president of the Boston Children's 

Museum.  He was an explorer of Greenland with Robert E. Peary in 

the 1896, and in 1916 was elected a Fellow of the American Academy 

of Arts and Sciences. 

 George Barton was born in Sudbury, Massachusetts, on 8 July 1852 to 

George Washington Barton (1824-1894) and Mary Susan (Hunt) Barton (1828-1863). 

He studied geology at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT), elected as 

secretary of his class, and earned a S.B. degree in 1880.  Barton married Eva May 

Beede (1855-1933) on 18 September 1884 in Stow, Massachusetts, and they had 

three children: Harold Beede Barton (1887-1887), Donald Clinton Barton (1889-

1939), and Helen Mary Barton (1891-1973).  Barton is a direct descendant of Phillip 

Bardens, an early resident of Walpole, Massachusetts.  He is also descended from 

some of the oldest families in Sudbury, his hometown, including Edmund Rice, one 

of the founders of the town.  

 Barton died 25 November 1933 while lecturing in Cambridge, Massachusetts, 

and is buried in the Barton family cemetery on the old family farm in Sudbury.  

Barton's son, Donald Clinton Barton (1889–1939) earned his Ph.D. in Geology from 

Harvard University in 1914.  From 1927 to 1934 he operated his own business as a 

consulting geologist, and from 1934 until his death as a research geophysicist for 

the Humble Oil and Refining Company.  He was a pioneer in the application of 

geophysical principles in the exploration for petroleum.” 

 

     

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Children%27s_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Boston_Children%27s_Museum
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greenland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_E._Peary
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fellow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Academy_of_Arts_and_Sciences
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Academy_of_Arts_and_Sciences
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Massachusetts_Institute_of_Technology
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bachelor_of_Science
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stow,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walpole,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Edmund_Rice_(1638)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cambridge,_Massachusetts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harvard_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Humble_Oil
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Harry C. Bentley (1877—1967) 

Harry Bentley is mentioned by George Barton in his diary entry in 1929: “Mr. 

Bentley, owner of the cottage with the stone wall at the foot of our hill [next to 

the dam on the river side], was a founder of the Bentley School, later College.  At 

some point, Mr. Lindsey, who worked for Bentley, owned that house for quite a few 

years.  Later Ed King owned that cottage.” 

 (wikipedia) “Harry Clark Bentley was born in Harwinton, Connecticut on 

February 28, 1877. He attended Robbins Preparatory School in Connecticut and 

Eastman Business College in New York.  He founded and taught at Winsted 

Business College from 1898 and 1901. He sold the school and enrolled at New York 

University as part of the initial class at NYU's School of Commerce, Accounts and 

Finance, but Bentley was not given his degree in 1903 because he did not have a 

high school diploma.  Later in his life, NYU mailed him his diploma.  After 

graduation, Bentley worked as an accountant and partner at several accounting 

firms and then served as a professor at Simmons College in Boston.  Bentley was 

the founding dean of the Boston YMCA School of Commerce and Finance which 

became a department of Northeastern University.  He worked there until 1916.  

Bentley was then was appointed a professor of accounting at Boston University's 

School of Business Administration.  He then resigned from this professorship and 

started Bentley College after many of his BU students wished him to continue to 

teach them. Bentley served as a professor and the first president of Bentley until 

1953. He died on November 5, 1967 in Kinston, North Carolina.  Bentley was a 

supporter of various American artists and was interested in running, baseball, 

horseback riding, and wrestling. Bentley was a Protestant Christian and a supporter 

of the Republican Party.”  

 

Francis J Kane (1894-1980) 

(From an obituary in the Marlboro Enterprise, October 15, 1980:) 

“Marlboro—Francis Joseph Kane, 86, of 117 Cook Lane, died Tuesday in the 

Marlboro Hospital following a brief illness.  He was the husband of Susan (Owen) 

Kane. 

Founder of the Kane Corporation of Hudson, one of the largest dealers in 

sand, gravel and crushed stone in the state, Mr. Kane started the business at the 

age of 18 [in 1912].  He headed Kane Corp. for nearly 50 years until his retirement 

in 1959. The business has since been operated by his sons. 
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He was born in Marlboro, son of John V. and Margareta (Kerstin) Kane.  Mr. 

Kane served as a member of the Marlboro School Committee for 28 years before 

being defeated in a re-election bid seven years ago [in 1973].  The Francis J. Kane 

Elementary School is named for him. 

Mr. Kane’s accomplishments were cited by Mayor Joseph A. Ferrecchia, 

school board chairman Tuesday evening. He called Mr. Kane’s passing “a very sad 

day for us.  His enduring contributions to our community will be long remembered”. 

 

At its session Tuesday, the school board honored Mr. Kane’s memory with a 

moment of silence.  Mr. Kane was an Army veteran of World War I and received 

the Purple Heart after being wounded in action in France. 

 

Mr. Kane was a member of the Immaculate Conception parish, the Akroyd-

Houde Post, the American Legion. In 1973 he received the Marlboro Jaycees 

Distinguished Service Award for his outstanding work as a school committee 

member. 

 

Beside his wife, he is survived by four sons, Alden H. and Roger K. Kane, both 

of Hudson, Francis J. Kane, Marlboro school superintendent, and John T. Kane both 

of Marlboro, four daughters, Mrs. Susan T. Scott, Mrs. Millicent M. Morin, and Mrs. 

Sandra A Stone, all of Marlboro and Lucille Stevens of Manchester, N. H., two 

brothers Walter and Charles of California, 30 grandchildren, and seven great-

grandchildren…” 

 

The Kane family has long been prominent in both Marlboro and in Hudson.  

Frank Kane Sr. was a contractor and builder around Lake Boon especially in the 

“Oak Moor” area of Worcester and Hunter Avenues in the formative years of the 

lake particularly in the “teens”.  The family had a cottage on Pine Point Road for 

many years.  It is said he built some 50 houses at Lake Boon over the years. 

In an article in the Boston Globe in the mid-1970s, Frank Kane was 

interviewed about the “old days”: “…I finished building my first cottage here Labor 

Day, 1914. There wasn’t a tree here over five feet high.” Kane said, driving around 

the lake and pointing out each of his cottages. He named his “Pastores” cottage 

after the ship he took to the U.S. from Paris after World War I.  “Home Cottage” 

is where I lived. None of the cottages had numbers then because Lake Boon 

residents knew where they all were… I was a carpenter by trade. I was young when 

I started and just thought I’d like a cottage here” he said. In those days you could 

build one for about $600. The Hudson Fire Department about 20 years ago burned 

down 18 cottages because they were so dilapidated” Kane said.”     

 



 33 

 

 
 

 

 

Individual Lake Boon Studies 

(https://lakeboon.wordpress.com/water-quality/) 

 

1963 – Weed Study Committee 

1978 – Metropolitan Area Planning Council 

1980 –Diagnostic Feasibility Study – MA Dept of Environmental Quality Engineering 

1987 – 1978 Diagnostic Feasibility Study – Camp Dresser McKee 

1999 – Nutrient and Limnological Investigation – Environmental Science Services 

2000 – Wildlife Habitat Study – Environmental Science Services 

2000 – Drawdown Study – Lycott Environmental 

2000 – 2000 Drawdown Well Impact Report 

2001 – Grant proposal for Watershed Restoration – LB Commission 

2001 – Grant proposal to MA Dept of Env Mgmt – LB Commission & LB Association 

2001 – 2001 Lake Management Plan – Lycott Environmental 

2002 – Total Maximum Daily Loads of Phosphorus for Lake Boon – MA DEP 

2002 – Watershed Management Plan – Lycott 

2003 – Lake Boon Restoration Project – Lake Boon Association 

2003 – Watershed Survey Report and Action Plan – LB Watershed Survey Team 

2006 – June Plant Management Report – Lycott 

2006 – September Plant Management Report – Lycott 

2007 – 2007-May Plant Management Report – Lycott 

2013 – Nuisance Vegetation Management – Lycott 

2019 – Effects of Winter Drawdowns on MA lakes – Carmignai (UMA PhD thesis) 

2019 – Algae and cyano-bacteria analysis – RI Dept of Health 

2019 – Water sample analysis – RI Analytical 

2019 – Charter Oak Country Club Analytical Report – Alpha Analytical 

2019 – Eight years accumulated drawdown data – multiple data collectors 

 

 

Appendix 1 Major Environmental Studies 
 

https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/1963-weed-control-committee-report-lb-association.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/1980-diagnostic-feasibility-study-ma-dept-of-environmental-quality-engineering.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/1978-diagnostic-feasibility-study-camp-dresser-mckee.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/1999-nutrient-and-limnological-investigation-enviromental-science-services.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2000-drawdown-study-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2000-drawdown-well-impact-report.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/2001-grant-proposal-for-lake-boon-watershed-restoration-project-lb-commission.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/2002-dem-lake-and-pond-grant-application-lb-association-lb-commission.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2001-lake-management-plan-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/02/2002-total-maximum-daily-loads-of-phosphorus-for-lake-boon.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/2002-watershed-management-plan-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2003-restoration-project-proposal-lba.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/03/2003-watershed-survey-and-action-plan-lb-commission-lb-association.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2006-june-plant-management-report-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2006-sept-plant-management-report-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/2007-may-plant-management-report-lycott.pdf
https://lakeboon.wordpress.com/water-quality/charter-oak-country-club-analytical-report/
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Conclusions of Major Lake Studies 

 
Note: The row of  ********* denotes a break between the various reports which 

are listed in chronological order.  They do not include all the reports that have 

been produced but they are the important ones conducted by reputable groups and 

agencies.  What follows are summaries, mostly direct selected quotes, from the 

text of the reports themselves. 

 

 They reflect the evolution of thinking about control of the weeds, primarily 

Cabomba, over the years. It came to be recognized that lakeside activities and how 

we treat the larger lake environment determined how the lake functions. 

 

 It shows that the agencies and the residents about the lake have spent a 

good deal of time and money and particularly care a great deal about the health of 

the lake. 

 

1963 –Lake Boon Associates Weed Control Committee Report  
  (See “The Turbulent Sixties”, for more on this report in the printed book.) 
 

 “Detailed analytical studies of the problem and made by Mr. Cortel since 

1959.  The remedy for this is sure, safe and dependable.  On August 29, 1963 a 

test of a selective weed killing agent was made in the Cove area adjacent to 

Monahan’s restaurant.  That area was so heavily infested with the Cabomba that it 

was difficult to run a boat through it and would certainly have been most 

unpleasant, if not dangerous, to swim in.   Fishing was impossible.   Less than three 

weeks it was impossible to find even one coupon per plant.  Our consultant biologist 

requested sample plants for testing.  A member of the committee went through 

the area with a rake on the bottom but not a plant could be found. 
 

 The fortunate side of the situation is that none of these unhappy events 

need to come about. The remedy for them is sure, safe and dependable. The water 

was clear and pure and full of the ever present bluegills. The test was 100% 

successful and clearly demonstrated a solution to our problem is at hand.” 

 

 

 

 

***************************************** 

Appendix 1b-Summaries of Selected Reports 
RReportzConsultants Studies 
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1978 Metropolitan Area Planning Council  [MAPC] study: 

    
 

“Issue: On-site Waste Disposal: 
 Recommendations: 

 Tests should be carried out indentified areas to determine whether 

 septic systems are functioning properly. 
 

 

Issue: New Development and Conversions: 
 Recommendations: 

 Hudson should change its zoning regulation within the watershed 

 to minimize negative effects of new development. 
 

 

Issue: Use of phosphate detergents and fertilizers: 

 Recommendations: 

 A public information program should be established to reduce or eliminate 

 the use of phosphate detergents in the watershed of Lake Boon. 

 

Issue: Powerboat use: 
 Recommendations: 

 Before and after active weekends on the lake, the Lake Boon Commission 

should conduct Secchi disk and water quality samples to determine the effect of 

boating is having on  

 water quality and clarity. 
 

  

Conclusion: Organizing locally to use available resources often means that a 

management program can be developed and implemented at a minimum cost to the 

communities. The Lake Boon project is a good example. When the project is 

completed in 1980, the residents of the watershed will have received a 

comprehensive lake management study—including MAPC’s 15-month analysis, the 

“septic snooper’ monitoring work and the Department of Water Pollution Control’s 

intensive diagnostic tests—at no direct cost…” 

 

 

***************************************** 
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1980 Mass DEQ--Diagnostic-Feasibility Study 
 

 

The objectives of this were: 

1. Data collection for state’s lake classification, restoration/preservation program. 

2. Diagnostics study, including hydrology, geology, public use and benefit, land use 

    information, and historical and baseline data. 

3. Feasibility study, including alternatives for pollution control. 

4. Satisfy the public’s demand for analysis of impacts from development and use of 

the land. 
 

Conclusions: 

1. The lake is a shallow, softwater, tending to eutrophic—highly  productive and 

nutrient rich system.  

2. The 1st basin thermally stratified in summer, low oxygen at bottom but no 

nutrient of phosphorus loading from sediments. 

3. Lake transparency minimal for public beach swimming in August when motor boat 

use is maximum. 

4. July 17, 1979 fecal coliform bacteria exceeded standards for  

    primary and secondary contact. 

5. Summer phytoplankton populations moderate and diverse. 

6. Dense growth of Cabomba severely restricts recreational use.” 
 

***************************************** 

 

 

1987 CDM Diagnostic-Feasibility Study: 
 

Summary: 

    1.  Lake Boon is diverse; 2 larger open basins and several shallow, vegetated  

        basins.  The lake is a well-used recreational resource. 
 

    2.  Dense growth of floating leaved and submerged aquatic plants interfere with  

         recreation in the shallow end.  Primarily nuisance is Cabomba, not native.  

         Also water milfoil, but not worse since the DWPC 1981 study. 
 

3. Moderate to high amounts of blue-green algae in summer contributing to 

         transparency issues. Dissolved oxygen limited with depth, Bacterial issues not  

         a problem. 
 

    4.  Lake has a low flushing rate with limited inflows. 
 

    5.  Surface runoff is the major controllable phosphorus source from shoreline  

         properties. 
 

    6. To control aquatic vegetation and reduce phosphorus.  Four options considered. 
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Options Considered: 

 a. Contract hydro racking ($38,000). 

 b. Buy medium sized weed harvester ($50,000). 

 c. Implement watershed management plan including bylaw review and 

       cesspool conversion program ($30,000). 

 d. A 3-year monitoring program required by grant ($50,000). 

 

 The total cost = $168,000.  However there is matching state money for this; 

 The town cost would be  ¼ ($42,000 + $28,000 annually). 

 

  ***************************************** 

 

 

1988-Clean lakes restoration grant proposal.  
  

 “This is a fully executed phase two implementation grant application on 

behalf of the towns of Hudson and plan for a restoration project at Boone’s Pond 

also called Lake Boone.  
 

 The process leading to submittal of this application has taken 8 years to 

complete. Though the task has been arduous, it has proven to be beneficial in 

educating area residents and public officials of the necessity to take action to 

assure that Lake Boone remains a usable body of water.  A review of the 

voluminous letters of support and newspaper articles appended to this application 

will demonstrate the strength of commitment to acting now.  
 

Project goals and objectives:  

 A. Improved water quality  

 B. Improved public recreational uses of Lake Boone  

  --restore basins three and four for boating and fishing   

  --preserve and increase the number of swimming areas  

  --preserve recreational boating areas  

  --qualify for a state Game and Fish stocking program   

  --maintain a suitable habitat for aquatic wildlife  
 

 

Implementation of the project objectives:  

 The project goals and objectives focus of the restoration of Lake Boon’s 

water quality by the reduction and control of the lake’s bio-mass through weed 

harvesting and a program to limit the flow of nutrients from the watershed. The 

diagnostic feasibility study prepared for Lake Boon by Camp, Dresser and McKee, 

Inc. under a phase one grant identified problems and presented several options 

with the associated costs of these solutions. Unfortunately the preferred solution, 

major dredging of the Lake and the installation of a sewer system in the  
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surrounding watershed properties, is economically  unfeasible. However another 

effective option, the purchase of a weed harvester (as part of a program to cut 

and remove weeds) and institution of cesspool conversion and public  education 

programs is currently feasible. The proposed program would include the following:   

 Remove macrophyte biomass through the purchase and operation 

   of a weed harvester and conveyor trailer.  

 Establish a cesspool conversion program.  

 Establish and continue a public education program.  

 Provide for implementation and monitoring. 

 

  ***************************************** 

 

 

1997 Lake Boone wastewater disposal study--Town of Hudson  
  

 “…A questionnaire was mailed to all residents in the non-sewered areas of 

town in order to collect data for the “septage management study” dated may 1997.  

Only 30 residents in the Lake Boone area responded to this questionnaire.  

Approximately, 17% of the respondents are experiencing some sort of problem 

with their system such as backup of sewage into plumbing and frequent pump outs 

due to inadequate system capacity.  While this number is not great, 90% of the 

respondents had systems on lots are considered unsuitable for the use of 

continuous year-round septic systems.  The average lot size of the respondents 

was 0.34 acres. In most cases it is not possible to rehabilitate or renovate a 

system up to the standards of Title 5 on such small lots and invariably, substantial 

variances are required since upgraded systems usually require at least 3/4 of an 

acre of land. 

 

Phosphorus into Lake Boone  

 In 1979 and 1980 the Massachusetts Division of Water Pollution Control 

(DWPC) conducted a year long study which included water quality monitoring, 

hydrologic and nutrient budgets, and an analysis of potential management and 

restoration strategies. In 1987, Camp, Dresser and McKee conducted a follow-up 

study to this in order to provide a more detailed analysis of feasible restoration 

techniques. 
 

 This study determined that the major source of phosphorus into the Lake 

Boone watershed was from shoreline septic systems. According to the study, the 

soil characteristics and high water table along the shoreline limits the ability of 

the existing on-site systems to operate properly.  The 1997 report recommended 

the purchase of a weed harvester for controlling the vegetation.   It also 

recommended a formalized septic system pumping program be initiated along with a 

public education program and revisions to the bylaws on cesspool conversion. 
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The septic system pumping program suggested was a voluntary program set 

up similar to a garbage collection service. The town would bid out for the services 

of one or more pumping service vendors to go through a list of homes on an annual 

basis and pump each one. 
 

 The public education suggested included pamphlets or flyers discussing 

methods to reduce phosphorus used in detergents and fertilizers, as well as lists 

of available phosphorus free products.  As part of the educational program, the 

town would provide individual homeowners with information relative to cesspool and 

septic system operation. 
 

 An amended by law requiring the upgrade of cesspools upon resale was 

recommended. In this way, cesspools would gradually be converted into more 

efficient systems.  One problem associated with this theory is that many of these 

old systems are situated on very small lots with poor soil characteristics making it 

difficult to meet the new state design standards. 
 

 The new state Title 5 regulations require that a septic system be inspected 

within two years prior to the time of title transfer the results of the inspection 

must be submitted to the Board of Health and the Massachusetts Department of 

Environmental protection (DEP).  Systems must be upgraded if the DEP or the local 

Board of Health determines that a specific circumstance exists that threatens 

public drinking water standards.” 
 

 It was concluded that providing sewerage service to Lake Boon was not a 

practical solution. The lake area was considered too far away and the elevations 

would preclude a reasonable cost of providing such a service.   It was not done. 

 

***************************************** 

 

   

1999 A nutrient and limnological investigation of Lake Boon 
 

 “…management goals should be discussed further among Town officials, the 

Lake Boon Commission, and members of the community, to date, perceived needs 

have been developed into the following four objectives: 

1. Reduce aquatic plant growths to levels appropriate for habitat, recreational use, 

     and safety  considerations. 

2. Minimize impacts from watershed activities with the goal of improving in-lake 

     water quality and protecting future water quality. 

3. Curtail excessive sediment, nutrient and related pollutant inputs associated with 

     storm events, thereby improving aquatic conditions and maintaining acceptable  

     water quality. 
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4. Establish a cost-effective monitoring program that provides early warning of 

potential problems and that tracks the progress of any implemented management 

measures in achieving stated goals. 

 

 Lake and watershed management options have been reviewed in light of 

these objectives. The vascular plant community of the lake would best be managed 

through chemical treatment with the herbicide fluridone.  Chemical treatment is 

not the best option for long-term control but may be the most cost effective and 

appropriate means by which to achieve the goal of reducing aquatic weed biomass in 

Lake Boon over the short term.  The results of this treatment could be maximized 

with a limited (24 inch) annual drawdown to maintain open areas in shallow coves 

and along shorelines.  Water level control hinges on the status of the outlet 

structure, and further inspection of this structure is needed… 
 

 Chemical treatments and annual drawdowns may be the most efficient means 

for reducing plant densities in Lake Boon; however, dredging of selected portions 

of the lake would be beneficial over the long-term. 
 

 At this time, a short-term program is recommended to meet the stated 

objectives. The short term program addresses all of the above-described 

objectives for the lowest overall cost.  
 

 An  overall cost for the short-term program on the order of $60,000 is 

envisioned.” 

 

     ************************ 

 

 

2000 Lycott studies on Drawdown of Lake Boon 
 

 “If weather conditions are conducive and drawdown is undertaken properly, 

lake-level drawdown can be an effective management tool.  There are, however, a 

number of aquatic plants that are tolerant to drawdown. 
 

 Lycott recommends instituting a phased drawdown in Lake Boon over a 

three-year period.  This phased drawdown will allow residents to evaluate the 

impact of the drawdown on private wells and implement corrective measures.  The 

drawdown will be undertaken as follows:   
 

 The first year the water level will be lowered 24”.  Any wells that are 

adversely affected will be identified and documented, and the water level will be 

raised 12” to restore water to those wells for the first year.  
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 The second year the water level will be lowered 40”.  Any wells that are 

adversely affected will be identified and documented, and the water level will be 

raised 16” to the 24” level.  
 

 The third year the water level will be lowered 40” and will remain at that 

level until late December or early January.   
  

 Calculations have been conducted to determine the refill rate of Lake Boon 

after the 40” drawdown. Given the hydrology budget of Lake Boon during January 

and February, the lake should be refilled within fifty-two days 

 

 Some beneficial aspects of lake-level drawdown in Lake Boon are as follows:  
  

 1.   Flushing of the water column to allow the removal of phosphorus and 

nitrogen, which are the principal nutrients for aquatic plant growth.  

 2.  Consolidation of sediments during the first three years of drawdown.  

 3.  Lake residents will have an opportunity to repair walls, remove docks and 

clean leaves  and debris from the exposed shoreline.  

 4.  Exposure of the sediments to natural elements such as rain, frost and air 

releases substantial amounts of nitrogen into the atmosphere and into deeper 

portions of the lake where they may not be available for plant growth.  

 5.  May be viewed as an inexpensive, long-term management method.  

  

 

Some detrimental aspects of lake-level drawdown in Lake Boon are as follows:  
  

 1.  Impact on private wells. The accompanying report prepared by Lycott for 

this project  deals with the issue of adverse impacts to the near-shore 

groundwater hydrology which, in all likelihood, will negatively impact some private 

wells around Lake Boon.  

 2. Many residents find the odor and physical characteristics of the exposed 

sediments objectionable.  

 3. Some fisheries biologists suspect that lake-level drawdown can adversely 

affect fisheries.   However, due to the amount of deep, open water in Lake Boon, 

there will be sufficient areas of refuge for the fisheries during the fall and early 

winter.  

     Boulders, stumps, pilings, and other materials can be moved during the 

refilling process  as the ice pack expands in the dewatered area.” 
 

 

 

***************************************** 
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2001-Grant Proposal for Lake Boon Restoration 
 

Project Goal: 

 The overall goal of the proposed lake management program is restoration of 

all Lake Boon basins for long-term multiple recreational usage for lake residents 

and the general public.  
 

To achieve this, phosphate loading must be reduced to acceptable levels according 

to the TMDL [Total Maximum Daily Load] criteria. Further, the non-native invasive 

weed  infestation should be reduced to approximately 10% of its present state. 
 

 In the efforts to save the lake, these organizations [primarily the Lake Boon 

Commission and the Lake Boom Association and the Towns] in conjunction with both 

town governments have contracted studies of the phosphorous loading and 

consequent weed problems.  These studies have been conducted on Lake Boon and 

its watershed evaluating various in-lake management techniques and the long-term 

management of the water body. 
 

 Such an overall management and restoration plan would be phased in 

gradually over the three year period. The proposed program would include the 

following major elements: 

 --Lake level drawdown 

 --Herbicide application 

 --Door to door and other educational campaigns addressing runoff, septic 

systems, etc. 

 --Working with both towns to update ordinances and enforcement criteria in 

an effort to  curb the nutrient and phosphorous loading.  

 --Plan for a Watershed Management District to develop a necessary long-

term stream of monies through watershed management fees to allow for the 

eventual sewering and watering of the entire lake community.” 

 

***************************** 
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2001 & 2002 Watershed Management Plan for Lake Boon  
 

 Lycott Environmental, a consultant that has done extensive work at Lake 

Boon over the years, produced a pair of reports concerned with lake management 

concluded: 
 

 “Earlier reports clearly indicate the goals to be implemented.  "The 

residents that have dwellings along the shoreline of Lake Boon and in the 

watershed can help preserve and protect the water quality of Lake Boon and its 

watershed.   Methods to protect the lake and reduce  the phosphorus loading will 

be provided in an educational brochure.  These items are as follows:  

 

 Steps that can be taken to prevent excessive phosphorus from entering 

Lake Boon: 

* Check household product labels for phosphorus content. 

* Utilize low-phosphorus or phosphorus-free lawn fertilizers. 

* Set up vegetated buffer zones 

* Don't feed waterfowl 

* Maintain septic systems and reduce sediment loading…” 

  

Note: from the LB Watershed Survey Plan 2005 noted later in this summary: 

  “The Lake Boon Association and Commission have addressed non-point 

source pollution in  the Lake Boon Watershed / In-lake Management Plan written by 

the Lake Boon Association and adopted by vote of the Lake Boon Commission on 

May 1, 2002. The plan’s goals are to: 

 

a. Reduce excess phosphates from entering the Lake from the watershed, with    

the goal of improving water quality and protecting future water quality. 

b. b. Curtail excessive sediment, nutrient and related pollutant inputs associated with 

storm events, thereby improving aquatic conditions and maintaining acceptable      

water quality. 

 

 

************************ 
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2002 Total Maximum Daily Load of Phosphorus for Lake Boon 
 

 “This report, based on the ESS (1999) lake study as well as the earlier CDM  

(1987) Diagnostic/ Feasibility (D/F) study and on the Notini and Morrison (1981) 

Diagnostic/ Feasibility study,  represents a TMDL for Lake Boon (also known as 

Boons Pond) in the Concord River Watershed.   Lake Boon is listed on the 

Massachusetts 303d list for Nuisance Aquatic Plants and lake water quality may be 

threatened by high phosphorus loadings.  The report generally concludes that the 

excessive macrophyte growth in the pond is due to both natural conditions 

associated with flooded shallow areas after the lake was dammed and 

anthropogenic nutrient enrichment from the pond’s watershed.   Plant harvesting 

operations, if targeted to high use areas, and the proposed drawdown, may be 

sufficient to control macrophytes without the need for additional measures.  The 

pond is threatened with high phosphorus loadings that can result in algal blooms 

and water quality degradation, thus a protective TMDL for phosphorus has been 

established.  
  

 This TMDL and all of the previous studies over the past twenty years have 

made nearly identical recommendations.  A summary of these recommendations 

include:  

 1) Watershed management to limit development, particularly small lots close 

to the lake,  

 2) That the town begin a mandatory septic system inspection and 

maintenance program,  

 3) Public education and a stormwater runoff control program,  

 4) A macrophyte management program including drawdown, and/or targeted 

weed   harvesting and/or herbicide treatment, and  

 5) Monitoring.  
  

 Although some plant management has occurred, steps to limit nutrient inputs 

have not.  The proposed control effort is predicted to reduce total phosphorus 

concentrations to 0.020 mg/l.  Because of the limited data available on discrete 

sources of nutrients within the watershed, a locally organized watershed survey is 

recommended to target reductions in nonpoint source nutrients and sediments.  

 

NOTE: Inorganic phosphate can come from weathering of rocks or it can be added 

in the form of fertilizer.  Burning of organic (plant and animal) matter can also 

release phosphates.   Plants use the phosphates to grow, and animals that eat 

plants consume the phosphates in the plants. When animals and plants die, they are 

ultimately decomposed into inorganic matter (this is the detritus food chain).” 

 

************************ 
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2003 Watershed Survey Report and Action Plan 
 

 “This watershed survey is an important step in this process of identifying 

and correcting non-point source problems in the watershed.  It may be less 

technical than previous studies, but it is grounded in its volunteers’ first-hand 

knowledge of their lake and community. These volunteers were trained to spot and 

report non-point source problems.   From their reports, they then proposed and 

prioritized a list of remediation projects, taking into consideration community 

values and resources.  The result is a very focused, pragmatic look at problems in 

the watershed, and a “to-do” list of short and long-term actions, generated by 

community volunteers who now have a stake in seeing that they are implemented. 
 

 Lake Boon faces two problems that compromise its wildlife habitat, 

recreational aspects, market value, natural beauty and overall wellbeing: 

  1. Nuisance non-native aquatic vegetation  

 2. Excessive levels of phosphorus.  

 

 Our survey focused on the 2nd problem, as well as other pollutants that 

enter the lake from nonpoint source (NPS) pollution. 
 

Organizing the Survey 

 In October 2002, an initial meeting was held in Stow to plan and organize 

the Watershed Survey program.  A Steering Committee meeting was held for 

further planning in November 2002.  A sub-group of the Steering Committee met 

in November 2002 to divide the lakeshore area of the watershed into 10 survey 

sections.  These are recorded on a Mass GIS map of Lake Boon. 
 

 The survey was then conducted over several weeks following the workshop.   

In addition to problems noted, each team’s report included any asset points; 

protected land, open space, and natural settings where wildlife is able to survive 

undisturbed. [Each of these sections is described in detail and in a similar format 

of their findings from a direct observation]. 

 

**************************************** 

 

2003-Lake Boon Survey Reports 
 

 Several tailored PowerPoint reports were developed and presented to 

Selectmen of both towns to inform them of the problems and proposed solutions to 

issues at Lake Boon. These reports were developed from the previous major effort 

of the Lake Boon Survey (noted above). They are not reproduced here. 

 

**************************************** 
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2001-(2005) Water Quality Assessment Rpt. SuAsCo Watershed. 
 

 Though the title identifies this report as 2001 it was published in 2005 

based on earlier data.  This report, as its name suggests, is concerned with the 

watershed and only briefly with its subunits.   Only a brief summary is produced 

for Lake Boon. 
 

 

Lake Boon 

 A phosphorus TMDL for Lake Boon in Hudson/Stow was developed by MA 

DEP and accepted by EPA in June 2002.  The report concluded that excessive 

macrophyte growth is due to natural conditions and anthropogenic inputs.  The 

TMDL recommended watershed management to limit development, development and 

implementation of mandatory septic system inspection and maintenance programs 

by the towns, public education and storm water runoff control programs, a 

macrophyte management program, and monitoring.  Authority to regulate nonpoint 

source pollution is limited to local governments and implementation will require 

cooperation among local volunteers, watershed associations, and municipal officials 

(MA DEP 2002a).   In December 2002 a watershed survey was conducted by the 

Lake Boon Association and Lake Boon Commission. It identified sources of nonpoint 

source pollution.  In 2002 the towns were also awarded a S.319 grant to implement 

best management practices in the Lake Boon watershed. 

 

**************************************** 

 

 

2006 Aquatic Plant Management biological survey report  
 

 As part of Lycott’s continued aquatic plant management services to the LBC, 

we have initiated an experimental plant management study in Lake Boon.  The study 

consists of five (5) tasks. Briefly, the tasks include:  

 1) Biological Survey of the Lake Boon study area,  

 2) Removal of the non-native plants Fanwort and Variable-leaf  

       Milfoil from selected study sites,  

 3) Planting of native plants from within Lake Boon to the newly cleared sites,  

 4) Monitoring the re-vegetated areas for native plant establishment  

     and replanting where necessary, and  

 5) Aid LBC in the permitting process.  

  

 This is a report on the latest vegetation maps (task 1) and proposed sites for 

the plant-removal study are submitted for approval. 
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Plant distributions  

 Eastern basin plant-distribution maps are presented …. Variable-leaf Milfoil 

and fanwort are ubiquitous throughout the eastern basin particularly concentrated 

in the shallower areas (~8’ or less) where together they compose the dominant 

plant species in the ‘understory’ of the plant community.  Fanwort was found in 4 of 

the 6 throw-rake samples taken in the middle basin and it is therefore assumed to 

be present throughout this basin.   Milfoil was also present in the middle basin and 

particularly abundant in a shallow cove with a tributary ca. midway along the 

southern shore.   
  

 P. Robbinsii was found in relatively deeper waters in the eastern and middle 

basins.  

 Niads were not seen in the current survey, but may become more abundant 

as the summer warms and the algal species begin to flourish. Either of these 

species can serve as replacement plants, though Niads may be suitable only for the 

deeper sections of the study sites.  
  

 Bladderwort was found occasionally in the shallower areas of the eastern 

basin.  
  

 Floating and emergent plant species (i.e., ‘canopy’ species) identified include 

watershield  (Brasenia schreberi),  Yellow pond-lily (Nuphar spp.), White pond-lily 

(Nymphaea spp.), and the native Large-leaf pondweed (Potemogeton amplifolius).  

Nuphar, Nymphaea and Brasenia vastly outnumber Pamplifolius in abundance.  

Where present in high numbers, these ‘canopy’ plants tend to be associated with 

reduced densities of the non-native  milfoil and fanwort species.  

 

 We found more fanwort than expected in the eastern basin.  As a result, it 

is likely not feasible to hand harvest the experimental sites.  A more efficient 

technique would be to install benthic screens which will block sunlight as well as 

limit the built-up of gasses which tend to lift other benthic barrier materials.  

Benthic barriers can quickly eliminate all plants covered if properly installed and 

maintained.  
 

 Once plants are gone from the study areas (roughly 3-4 weeks) the panels 

can be removed.  Native plants will then be planted in their place (task 3).  Follow-

up surveys will map plant establishment (task 4). 

 

*************************************** 
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2007 Aquatic Plant Management Plant Control study draft rpt.  
 

 “This report is a follow up to the previous year’s efforts regarding the weed 

growth at the lake.  
 

 As part of Lycott’s continued aquatic plant management services to the LBC, 

we have initiated an experimental plant management study in Lake Boon. The study 

consists of five (5) tasks.  

 …  

 4)  Monitoring the re-vegetated areas for native plant establishment  

      and replanting where necessary,  and  

 5) Aid LBC in the permitting process.  

  

The following is a report on tasks 3 & 4. 
 

 …we can conclude that so long as a source population of Cabomba exists 

within Lake Boon, small-scale removal methods would at best have only short-term 

effect. Thus, a large scale (lake-wide or at the very least basin-wide) and short 

term (single season) methods (either physical or chemical) should be employed.  

Small scale methods are not likely to be an effective control technique for 

Cabomba within Lake Boon because these techniques leave a source population 

nearby which can quickly invade any newly cleared areas. This seems to be true 

whether or not a transplanting approach is adopted.” 
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The following is an edited version of the excerpts from Professor George H. 

Barton's Reminiscences Volumes I, II, III and his Diary.  The excerpts were 

compiled by Eleanor Beede (Eastman) Spinney, his grand-daughter in June/July 

1997 and was edited by Lewis Halprin. 

 

----------------Historical Notes------------- 
 

“Matthew Boon was one of the two first settlers in Stow.  His residence on 

Boon Hill is marked by a monument erected by the Town of Stow on land deeded to 

the Town by George H. Barton with right of way from the road deeded to the Town 

by Helen Barton Eastman.  The actual site of his dwelling is (or was) marked by an 

indentation in the ground.  Thomas Plympton, a resident of Sudbury, came from the 

Block House there, where Boon's family had taken refuge, to try to rescue Boon as 

the Indians threatened.  Both were killed, on the other side of the Lake.  Plympton 

was an ancestor of George Barton's.  Plympton was born in Sudbury, England, 

emigrated to Sudbury Mass.  A monument to his memory is in the cemetery in the 

center of Sudbury - a small lot surrounded by an iron fence, near the road where 

Plympton family members are buried. 
 

The decendancy is: Thomas Plympton, son Peter, son Thomas, daughter Mary 

married William Hunt, son Israel Hunt, daughter Mary Susan married George 

Washington Barton, son George Hunt Barton, first daughter Eleanor Beede married 

Ernest Spinney and second daughter Helen Mary married Harold F. Eastman. 
 

Jerome Barton, brother of George Washington Barton, had one of the first 

houses on Lake Boon in later times.  This house was at the corner of what was later 

called Sunnybank Road and Barton Road, on the northeast corner.  The earliest 

reference to this land is in the original diaries (which are in the Sudbury Library) -

-- 1875 (page 110):  "I worked part time for Father and part of the time for Uncle 

Jerome on his farm at Boone Hill beside Boon Pond on the estate now owned by 

sister Alice and me".   Jerome lived there with his second wife, who became insane 

and was institutionalized in 1885.   Jerome continued to live there on and off until 

1889. 
 

Also in the original diaries --- 1889 (page 273): "Sunday, March 18, Eva and I 

spent at Mr. Beede's.  We had retired early and were awakened from sleep about 

9:30 by violent rapping at the door, jumping from bed, I saw that Uncle Jerome's 

house on the hill was in flames and he had come to call us.   Leaving him at our 

house, Mr. Beede and I hastened to the fire.  I could only enter the front room 

from which most of the things had been removed by Mr. Bolam.  Then I cleared a  

Appendix 2:  George Barton’s Diary 
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few things from the bed chamber and helped save the barn."  For some time after, 

a cellar hole remained, now overgrown with bushes. 

 

---------------------1896-------------------- 
 

On April 19, a fire was started by the Concord & Maine RR near the Hudson 

Town Farm which swept over across the plains to Lake Boon and over the whole of 

our 40 acres on that side of the dam.  There was but one cottage there, the 

Massasoit, and this was saved by firefighters.  We were at Mr. Beede's at the 

time and I went over and watched the fire until I saw that it would not cross the 

dam.  [Note: Mr. Beede was Eva Beede Barton's father.  He lived in the house now 

known as Honey Pot Hill Orchards at Whitman's Crossing.  Barton cottage was not 

yet built.] 
 

I am in the process of taking over the property at Lake Boon from my Uncle 

Jerome.  My sister Alice and I am buying brother Frank out, leaving him with some 

property on the other side of the lake. 
 

Mr. Brigham took us for a ride on the lake in his motor boat.   I had not been 

on the Lake for at least fifteen years and I found many changes in the number of 

cottages that had been built around it. 
 

---------------------1902--------------------- 
 

On August 20, a very fine day, I joined a party of over thirty from the Lake 

Boon cottages on a trip to Mt. Wachusett.   The trip was made entirely by trolley 

via Hudson, Clinton, Leominster, Fitchburg, and finally to Wachusett Junction, the 

terminus of the trolley line.  Some of us went to the summit in a carriage but most 

of us walked, taking just about an hour to the summit.  The walk was a very 

delightful one.  After lunching in the Grove back of the Hotel, we strolled around 

the summit.  Some of us took a ride on an electric launch on the lake.  Returning, it 

started to became dark at Leominster and we had bright moonlight from Clinton.  

We arrived home about 9 o'clock. 
 

A few days after the trip, Eva and I walked to Lake Boon, saw several of the 

cottages and called on the White family.  Then Mr. White rowed us across to our 

land on the Narrows where we remained to watch the sunset.  The two White girls 

played and sang for us in Mr. Whitcomb's cottage.  A few evenings later, Eva and I 

went to Miss Mabel White's 21st birthday party in Pine Point Cottage. 
 

 

---------------------1905--------------------- 
 

One day Donald [Geo Barton’s son] and I rowed Eva, Helen and Bertha 

Underwood (she lived at Whitman's Crossing across from Beebe house, 1st house 

on road up Priests' Hill) up the river to the dam, then onto the Lake, and rowed to  
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Pine Point where Donald and the girls joined a picnic while Eva and I called upon the 

Clancys.  Stella and Warren Clancy took us home later in their canoe. 
 

On July 8, Donald and I wheeled (bicycled) to Maynard to find out about the 

plan of water flowage at Lake Boon by the Woolen Company and to check what 

their rights are in this matter.  The next day I had a civil engineer, Mr. James 

Bigelow of Marlboro, survey the water front of our land from a wire fence that 

Herbert Underwood had put up when he had a pasture on our land, to the south 

boundary of the estate where Teel's land adjoined. 
 

During the summer, Jo [Eva's sister, M. Josephine Beede, M.D.] hired and 

occupied a cottage-Riverview that Capt T. E. Jackson of Marlboro had on the bluff 

of Major Potter's land overlooking the river." 

 

---------------------1906--------------------- 
 

As leasing lots on the Lake Boon estate was increasing in number, I desired a 

better form of lease then I had been using, and on April 24, I consulted with 

Clarence Eldredge (who had bought the Potter place and was a lawyer) as to a new 

lease form, and on May 3, with Capt Jackson, made a hasty inspection of the 

cottages that were being built or were finished.  We found three nearly finished, 

Mrs. Chase's, Mr. Bunker's, and Mr. Curtis'. 
 

There was a Grange picnic today and among those attending were Capt 

Jackson, Will Parker and Mrs. Bolam.  [Mr. Bolam owned the store at the end of 

Pine Point where the public beach was later, and they lived in the white farm house 

up the road].  On August 8, Donald and I went to 'Old Home Day' at the Lake, but 

there were very few present. 
 

On Aug 5, Alice and I discussed a new form of lease with the tenants at 

Lake Boone, and they adopted that lease.   I then worked on making the leases, 

calling on some of the tenants to get the right names and addresses.   When 

finished, I distributed the leases and collected rents and taxes. 
 

On Nov 9, we arranged for the sale of the Beede farm except the lot on the 

Narrows at Lake Boon.  The sale of the farm necessitated our giving up the use of 

the house during the summer, so we decided to build a cottage on our land at Lake 

Boon. 

 

---------------------1907--------------------- 
 

We decided to build a cottage somewhere on the hill, as we did not care to 

be near the water as most people did.  We visited Capt Jackson's four cottages so 

as to get points about planning ours.  We interviewed and then hired Mr. Herbert 

Hartwell, a carpenter, to build the cottage.  Later we talked to Mr. Noon about the  
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well and to Mr. Hall about the pump. Mr. Hartwell rented what was to become 

Theall's cottage to live in while he worked. 
 

With Capt Jackson, I walked through the Grove to see about some new 

leases and about extending the road toward the store.  I called on Mr. Hartwell 

and family at the Nickerson cottage, later Theall's cottage.   On June 26, we 

moved our goods into the new cottage. 

 

Mr. Willard, a Tech graduate, was building a store at the second basin at 

what is now known as Cove Landing [probably Monahans].  He also rented a lot from 

Eva at the Narrows. 

 

---------------------1908--------------------- 
 

On April 10, Mrs. Barbara Galpin, who had had a cottage beyond the dam 

which had been burned, joined us and showed us where she would like to build a 

cottage near the site of an old barn on Boon hill, which she later did.  (This is 

'HillCrest' cottage which was across the road from ours, the Hibbards later lived 

there.) 
 

On May 4, I arranged to have a road built between Pine Point and Bolam's 

store (on Sudbury Road).   George Whitney and his men had just finished working 

on the road down the hill to the dam, and were working on the road to the Pine 

Point Grove. 
 

Among others that had cottages at the Lake was our former school mate 

Lucy Whitney, then Mrs. Case.   We called on her at the Tonawanda Cottage one 

evening. 

 

---------------------1909--------------------- 
 

My son Donald and I laid out lots for what became SunnyBank Road.  

Although the road went all the way through to Pine Point, only the Maguires took a 

lot on the road (near Barton Road).  The house belonging to my Uncle Jerome, from 

whom I received the Lake Boon property, was on the corner of Sunnybank Road and 

Barton Road.  It burned in 1889, but the cellar hole is there. 
 

---------------------1910--------------------- 
 

About noon, I got a severe headache and was determined to rest for the 

day.  But a fire came sweeping across from the Concord and Main RR which caused 

me to assist in fighting it.  As it was coming rapidly toward the cottages, I warned 

the women to get ready to leave and asked the men to help fight, but most of them 

were so frightened that they only thought of getting away.   At MacPherson's 

cottage, I set back fires. They saved the grove there.  Meeting Herbert  
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Underwood, I again turned back to fight the fire but there were so few to help 

that Herbert went back to telephone for more.  We finally set back fires enough 

to save the cottages and with the addition of more men, we just saved about a 

third of our pine grove.  I had lost my headache.  We had a tired but pleasant 

evening before the open fire. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Crysler of Roslindale came by and asked to rent a lot.   

They settled on the last one on our land toward the Narrows. 
 

The Railroad Fire Claims agent came to the Lake Boon region on July 2 to 

arrange settlement of damages.   Mr. Charles Murdock and I met with him. 
 

There had been some Band Concerts on the Lake before we returned and 

there were two afterward.  The Public Motor boat, "The Princess", anchored in the 

middle of our Basin and the Band played there.  Nearly all the cottages were 

decorated with Chinese lanterns.  We sat on Galpin's plaza and later walked to 

Fairhaven ... the effect all around the Lake was very pretty. 
 

Labor Day is here but rain is interfering with the great series of sports that 

had been planned.  But most of these things took place anyway.  There was quoit 

throwing, swimming races, motor boat races, canoe races, single and double, boat 

races, canoe-carry races and foot races.  Roy Jackson used our boat in the boat 

races and came in first.  In the canoe carry race, they started from the Twilight 

Club wharf, two canoes at a time, one to go to the dam, carry the canoe into the 

river, then down the river to the bridge, thence carry the canoe to Bolam's store, 

and thence in the Lake to the starting point; the other canoe went in the opposite 

direction over the same route.  Donald and Roy had the latter direction and were 

beaten by about a minute.  The lowest estimate made as to the time it would take 

to go around the course was 28 minutes, but one canoe made it in 18 minutes;  

three, including Donald and Roy made it in 19 minutes, and one in 19½ minutes.  Eva 

and I rowed to Pratt's wharf and watched the races from there.  When the canoe 

carry races started, we rowed close to the starting point. 

 

---------------------1911--------------------- 
 

On Sept 24, Capt Jackson, Mr. Theall and Mr. Pratt, acting as a committee 

for the other cottages, conferred regarding a new lease. 
 

 

---------------------1912--------------------- 
 

A dinner of 21 persons from the Lake Boon Colony was held on May 13 at 

which we organized a Lake Boon Associates and elected an Executive Committee of 

Seven Members.  This committee was to draw up a set of By-Laws and submit them 

to the Association at a dinner two weeks later.  When those by-laws were adopted, 

they were to be submitted to the Selectmen of Stow and of Hudson for adoption,  
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hung on its walls.  Then we were to employ a man to be sworn as a policeman by the 

Selectmen of each town and have him spend his whole time at the Lake for ten 

weeks each summer and have full power to enforce these rules.  Two weeks later, I 

went to the City Club (in Boston) in the evening where I expected to attend the 

announced dinner, but found no one else present except for two waiters and the 

Club Officials who were prepared for the dinner, a table with 30 places being set 

for it.  I could not learn anything further that evening and finally got supper at a 

restaurant and went home.  Mr. McSweeney was in charge but we could not get at 

him.  There was a mistake somewhere. 
 

About 60 of the Lake Boon cottagers met in the Catholic Association Hall on 

the evening of Aug 14.  Mr. McSweeney called it to order.  After some discussion, 

it was voted to form a Lake Boon Association to take the place of the temporary 

one.  Then on motion of Mr. McSweeney, I was elected president for the first year 

without being allowed to make any remarks.  I was escorted to the chair by Mr. 

A'Hearn and Mr. Thompson.  Mr. Florimon Howe was chosen Secretary and Mr. 

Estabrook Treasurer.  Mr. McSweeney and Mr. Lynch were chosen to set up the 

Bylaws and another committee was set up to plan the Labor Day Sports. 
 

On September 8, Messrs Theall, Pratt, Lombard and Fracker, and Capt 

Jackson discussed leases with me. 

 

 

 

---------------------1913--------------------- 
 

The Lake Boon Association met at the City Club in Boston.  One committee 

was appointed to discuss the railroad situation at each end of the Lake, and 

another to employ a man for the summer to act as Policeman and general health 

officer. 
 

On July 13, a meeting of the Lake Boon Association Board and later a 

meeting of the Association, was held at Catholic Association Hall.  After the 

business meeting, the officers were re-elected.  There was music and recitations.  

At a later meeting of the Directors, I was authorized to appoint a committee to 

consult with the American Woolen Company about their lowering the water in the 

lake as they were planning to do. 
 

On July 25, the Road Commissioners began repairing the road down the hill 

to the dam, but did not leave the road in very good shape. 
 

Mr. Tobin and family (who had the cottage at the right of the dam), were 

driving down the hill toward the station when Mr. Tobin lost control of his car due 

to a defect of the steering gear and brake, the consequence of which caused the 

car to strike a tree opposite to the end of the road.  All people were thrown out,  
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the front of the car was crushed, Mrs. Tobin was severely injured, and the others 

were shaken up.  
 

There are 21 tenants in the Grove present at a meeting. 

 

--------------------1914--------------------- 
 

Mr. Theall reports on Jan 12 that 23 cottages were broken into. 
 

At a meeting of The Lake Boon Association, a man from the State Foresters 

confers about the Moth problem in the trees.  The moths are identified as Gypsy 

and Brown-Tailed.  Music at the meeting was provided by Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Irish 

and Mrs. Elmer Stevens. 
 

Plans are finalized to address the moth problem.  I have arranged for ash 

trees to be set on each side of the road down the hill to the dam and for the 

coming spring to set out a few thousand pine trees. 
 

---------------------1916--------------------- 
 

Leases are being renewed for another 10 years. 
 

The Selectmen of the Town of Stow have not carried out the agreement 

previously made as to the road from the top of the hill, across the dam and to the 

Hudson line.   A visit was made to the Office of Commissioners and Mr. Gould, 

Chairman, schedules a hearing.  At this hearing, the town was represented by 

Messers Bradley and Hersey, Selectmen, and the Petitioners by Messers Theall, 

Tobin, Larkin, Sanderson, two Dooleys, A'hearn, Capt Jackson, Mrs. Duvey and 

myself.   The hearing ended with an agreement satisfactory to the petitioners. 

  

 

 
 

---------------------1917--------------------- 
 

On April 1, I arranged with Mr. Hatch (father of the State Forestry Agent) 

to set out many pines on the south hillside and on the (then) open field south of 

Bailey Brook [now the Collings' house and estate]. 
 

On May 19, a severe forest fire occurred and McSweeney's cottage and two 

others burned. 
 

Through the efforts of the Clergymen of Gleasondale and at Stow Center, 

Sunday services were held several times during the summer in several of the 

cottages around the Lake.  On Aug 5, Eva and I attended the services at Mr. 

Sanderson's cottage and on the 19th, services were held at our cottage.  Rev Mr. 

Wall, Methodist Clergyman from Gleasondale, and Rev Mr. Webb from Stow Center  

 



 56 

 

 

officiated.  There were about 70 present from Stow, some from Gleasondale and a 

few from the Lake. 
 

On the 9th, I lectured at the Lake Boon Improvement Association about 

Hawaii.  Mr. Levigne [Lavigne] was President, some girls sang America, and Mr. 

A'hearn asked everyone to "consider themselves good patriotic Americans and to 

live to the highest American ideals." 
 

As of Sept 16, there is still trouble about the road, and a petition is 

circulated at the Lake Boon Association meeting. 

 

---------------------1918--------------------- 
 

A "Tramp Party" is held by the Lake Boon Association to raise money for the 

Red Cross.  Two men were blacked and made very presentable darkies.  Dodie 

Woodward played the part of a policeman. 
 

At a meeting of the Lake Boon Improvement Association, hiring a policeman 

is discussed. 
 

Today, we took a lovely street car trip from Maynard to Manchester New 

Hampshire, it took 8 hours!  We left the cottage at 7:30 AM.  Howard Case took us 

in his auto as far as Maynard where we waited on the street corner from 7:55 to 

8:50 for a trolley.  At Concord, we waited 35 minutes for a car but at Bedford, we 

just connected with the car for Lowell.  We dined in a little cafeteria in Lowell and 

then remained in the Waiting Room until 12:35 PM when we took a car to Nashua 

NH.  From this, we changed at the Hudson Bridge just before crossing the 

Merrimack into Nashua to a car for Manchester.  There we took a car where we 

arrived about 3 o'clock.  The whole journey was very pleasant except from Nashua 

to Manchester where the scenery is very monotonous.  The car in general ran 

through fields or for long distances it followed a new cut through the swamp 

forest.  It was nearly always too far back from the river to have pretty views of 

the valley.  Between Lowell and Nashua also it was far away from the river but it 

passed through a pretty country as it did from Concord to Lowell where we often 

had a good view of the Concord River. 

 

On Oct 3, a dinner was given at the Boston City Club by the Lake Boon 

Improvement Association to Chief Richardson of the Hudson Police as a compliment 

for the aid he had given us during the summer in dealing with a rowdy element at 

the Lake.  There were present beside the Chief, President Levigne, Secretary 

Stevens, Messrs Rock, Butler, Van Limbeck, Crysler, A'Hearn and myself.  The 

chief was praised for "services rendered in behalf of decency and order." 
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---------------------1919--------------------- 
 

The Lake Boon Catholic Association gave a Banquet on Sept 7 to all those 

young men from Lake Boon who had been in War Service, either 'over there' or at 

home, including Donald Barton and Warren Clancey.  Father Crowley from Maynard 

is the Priest who officiates at the Lake Boon services. 

 

---------------------1920--------------------- 
 

On Sept 3, the Middlesex Investment Company had a meeting in the cottage 

of Mr. Levigne to discuss buying the land of David Goodale and Mr. Temple of 

Marlboro so as to prevent the building of a poor class of cottages and leasing them 

to undesirable people.  Several thousand dollars was needed to buy all the land and 

the Company solicited the sale of shares at $100 each.  Messrs Rice, Harris and 

Hughes had already advanced a few thousand dollars and that evening Messrs Pratt 

and Craig took ten shares each.  Others preferred to wait and consider the 

matter.  Among those present were Levigne, Willard, Pratt, Craig, Lombards 

(father and son), W. H. Parker, Harris, Theall, Rock, Crysler, and Drechsler. 

 

---------------------1923--------------------- 
 

On May 6, Thomas Maguire, an old friend, with his son and two ladies, talked 

about taking a lot.  Subsequently, they did.  Thomas Maguire was a school mate of 

mine from Sudbury.  (His son Edward Maguire and family continued in the cottage 

they built on Sunnybank Road). 
 

I arranged with Mr. Bigelow, who had bought the Galpin cottage to build a 

garage in the old cellar hole in back of his cottage. 
 

On Aug 3, I took my grand-daughter Eleanor for a ride around the Lake in 

the Public Motor Boat "The Princess".  We were the only passengers for the round 

trip.  We learned that a man was drowning not far from Cove Landing, where our 

Boat remained at the wharf while the Motor Man went to help.  Finally I walked 

with Eleanor to where the man had been brought ashore but no one seemed to know 

what to do or how to use a pulmotor.  When there were no hopes of reviving the 

man, we returned to the Boat and arrived back a half-hour late.  Meanwhile, our 

folks had become very anxious about us and were relieved to see us. 
 

Mr. Cutter's cottage on the opposite side of the Lake in the Narrows burned 

down. 

 

---------------------1924--------------------- 
 

The Lake Boon Improvement Association has a dinner in Association Hall 

with 300 present.   Mr. Levigne is still President and Father Crowley is there.   I  
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was called on for remarks and talked about "my ancestor's relation to the region in 

trying to save the Boon family from the Indians and losing his own life in the 

attempt." 
 

 

---------------------1926--------------------- 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Burke's cottage (along the west shore) is the finest on our 

land. 
 

I often go riding with Mr. Theall and Mr. Carney.  (Mr. Carney was a librarian 

at Harvard and lived in a cottage halfway between Pine Point and the Lake Boon 

Store [Bolams?]. 

 

---------------------1928--------------------- 
 

Myself and Harold Eastman (he married my daughter Helen) helped 

straighten out matters for Mr. Thompson, Mr. Toop, and Mrs. McGettrick.  Also, at 

Pine Point, we looked over the lot for Mr. Wright and Mr. Bridges. 
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stone are the new owners of the Galpin cottage. 
 

 

---------------------1929--------------------- 
 

Mr. Bentley, owner of the cottage with the stone wall at the foot of our hill, 

was a founder of the Bentley School, later College.  At some point, Mr. Lindsey, 

who worked for Bentley, owned that house for quite a few years.  Later Ed King 

owned that cottage. 
 

Mr. Toop with a Mr. Dolan and his sister, arranged to transfer the lease for 

his front lot to Miss Dolan. 

 

---------------------1932--------------------- 
 

Walked to the Lake Boon Store where I had a chat with the new owner, Mr. 

Cavanaugh having sold out. 

 

---------------------1933--------------------- 
 

Had a chat with Emma Parker and Bert Gleason.  The latter wished to have 

the brush around the Boon monument cut so as to have the stone visible from the 

road and he proposed to have a sign put up pointing to the monument.  [note: The 

land around the monument and a right-of-way from the road was later deeded by 

the family to the Town of Stow]. 
 

Stayed at home all day except to ride with Harold to call on Mr. Burke who 

had complained of bad language in the Lake nearby, and to see who was in Mr.  
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Toop's cottage which I had learned had been sold, and of which I knew nothing.  I 

found a Mr. Greenwood. 

 

 

 

---------------------1934--------------------- 
 

Professor Barton continued to work on his reminiscences, usually at an old 

typewriter on the porch of his cottage.   He died in the fall of this year. 

        

 

Some Previous Owners of Pine Point Road Property: 
 

Helen Barton began selling land in the 1930's.  The "swimming lot" was the 

last to go (sold to Edith Hill about 1995).  On either side of this lot was the 

Manning family of Maynard (to the West), and the Frost family (to the East). One 

house East from the Frost house was the Williams family. (Ardelle Williams is now 

remarried and lives in Framingham.) 
 

The cottage owners on Pine Point Road in 1940, starting at Pine Point and 

moving West, were Jacksons, Wright, Blatchford, Freeman (formerly Merrifield), 

and Reid. 
 

The Salmon family owned the last cottage toward the beach & store on 

Barton land.  A son from that family went on to become Governor of Vermont.” 

 

 

*********************** 
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Incorporated in each deed: 
 

The following restrictions are imposed upon the property being conveyed for 

the benefit of the owners and lessees, present and future, of the lots of land as 

shown on two plans, one entitled “Land in Stow owned by Helen M. Eastman and Ann 

Barton by Harland E. Tuttle, Surveyor, April 25, 1956” and the other entitled 

“Land in Stow owned by Helen M. Eastman and Ann Barton also Harold F. Eastman 

by Harlan E. Tuttle, Surveyor, April 20, 1956” and both recorded in Middlesex 

South District Registry of Deeds Book 8988 Page End. 
 

1. No noxious, dangerous, or offensive activity of any nature whatsoever shall be 

permitted upon any part of the property hereby conveyed, nor shall anything be 

permitted thereon which may be or may become an annoyance or nuisance to the 

general neighborhood. 

 

2. No animals except domestic or household pets, which shall include only dogs, 

cats, and caged birds kept within the residential dwelling or garage located upon 

the property conveyed, shall be permitted on said property.  Pigeons, chickens, 

hens, roosters, and other fowl, and kenneled or caged animals of every kind are to 

be excluded therefrom at all times.  No commercial breeding of any type of 

domestic or household pets shall be permitted thereon. 
 

3. Said property shall be used for residential purposes only, and shall in no degree 

or manner whatsoever be used for any business, industrial, or commercial purposes.  

No building shall be erected thereon except one (1) residential building to be used 

for single-family dwelling purposes only, together with one Garage appurtenant 

thereto.  No garage, nor any tent, trailer, or other building of a temporary 

character, shall at any time be used as a residence or dwelling. 
 

4. No building, fence, wall, sewage disposal system, outdoor fireplace, or other 

structure shall be commenced, erected, or maintained on said property, including 

beneath the surface of the ground thereof, nor shall any addition, change, or 

alternation therein be made, until plans and specifications showing the nature, kind, 

shape, height, materials, floor plans, location, and grading plan thereof shall have 

been submitted to and approved by the Barton Estate Association, Inc., its 

successors and assigns, and a copy thereof as finally approved logged permanently 

with said Barton Estate Association, Inc., its successors and assigns, shall have the 

right to refuse to approve any such plans and specifications which are not suitable 
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or desirable, in their opinion, for aesthetic or other reasons; and in so passing upon 

such plans and specifications they shall have the right to take into consideration, 

among other things, the suitability of the proposed building or other structure, and 

the materials of which it is to be built, the site upon which it is proposed to erect 

the same, the harmony thereof with the general neighborhood, and the effect of 

the building or other structure as planned on the outlook from adjacent or 

neighboring property.  In the event that the Barton Estate, Inc., its successors 

and assigns, fail to approve or disapprove such plans and specifications in writing 

within thirty (30) days after they have been submitted, or in the event that no suit 

to enjoin any work to be done in pursuance of such unapproved plans and 

specifications has been commenced prior to the completion thereof, such approval 

shall not be required, and this provision shall be deemed to have been fully 

complied with. 
 

5. No Building shall be erected or maintained on said property unless its entire roof 

is composed of non-combustible material. 
 

6. No sewage, waste, garbage, oils, grease, fats, soap, rubbish, dirt, or other 

similar substances of pollution of any kind shall be placed or thrown into any part 

of said body of water, nor into any brook or stream connected thereto. 

 

7. No trees located upon said property and having trunks measuring four (4) inches 

or more in diameter at a point one (1) foot above the surface of the ground shall be 

cut down or removed from said property without prior written approval of the 

Barton Estate Association, Inc., its successors and assigns. 
 

8. No use of said property shall be permitted that is not in full compliance with all 

laws, rules, and regulations of the governments of this United States or America, 

the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, the County of Middlesex, and the Town of 

Stow. 
 

9. No form or amount of garbage or rubbish shall be permitted to be burned, 

buried, or otherwise permanently disposed of on the property thereby conveyed 

outside any dwelling located thereon, or on any other property in its general 

vicinity.  All garbage located on the premises hereby conveyed shall be kept at all 

times in a buried receptacle situated beneath the surface of the ground until 

permanently disposed of, and no rubbish shall at any time be permitted anywhere 

on said property outside any dwelling or garage located thereon. 
 

10. No outdoor fires shall be permitted on the property conveyed without written 

permission from the chief of the Stow Fire Department as required by law. 
 
 

 These restrictive provisions shall run with and bind the land hereby 

conveyed for a period of ninety-nine (99) years, and shall inure to the benefit of 

and be enforceable by any owner or lessee of land included and shown on the afore-

mentioned plans.  It shall be lawful for any owner or lessee of land shown on plan 

hereinbefore mentioned to prosecute any proceedings at law or in equity against  
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any party or person violating or attempting to violate any restrictions herein 

contained, either to prevent him or them from so doing, or to recover damages or 

other dues for such violation.  The failure to enforce any restriction, condition, or 

other provision herein contained in any particular instance shall in no event be 

deemed a waiver of the right to do so as to any subsequent breach.  The grantors 

hereby appoint the Barton Estate Association, Inc., to actively enforce the 

restrictive provisions set forth in this deed and the grantee of lessee by the 

acceptance of this deed agrees to the enforcement of said restrictive provisions 

by the said association.  These restrictive provisions shall in no manner limit the 

right of the grantors and their successors and assigns to use or permit others to 

use any part or the whole or the remainder of the property as shown on plans 

entitled “Land in Stow owned by Helen M. Eastman and Ann Barton by Harlan E. 

Tuttle, Surveyor, April 25, 1956” and “Land in Stow owned by Helen M. Eastman 

and Ann Barton also Harold F. Eastman by Harlan E. Tuttle, Surveyor, April 20, 

1956” in manner at variance with the restrictions contained in this conveyance.  

The grantee further covenants and agrees, for himself, his heirs, executors, 

administrators, successors and assigns, that for any breech by him or them of the 

restrictive provisions in this conveyance, he or they, as the case may be, shall be 

and stand liable to the grantors and their successors, and assigns, in the amount of 

five hundred ($500.00) dollars as liquidated damage. 
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Q-What is the ‘proper’ name for the lake?   Boon or Boone? 
 

 Searching the record reveals that without the “e” is the most commonly 

used name for the lake.  There appears to be no consistency.  It seems that the 

spelling with an “e” is used only locally.  There are several ‘official’ sources of 

information: 
 

1. Mass Sect of State, Archaic 

Community, District, Neighborhood 

Section and Village, Names in 

Massachusetts, uses an “e”, Lake 

Boone. 
 

2. Mass DOT, uses both on their state 

map. 
 

3. USGS maps do not use an “e” on 

their topographic maps. 
 

4. US Board on Geographic Names (federal level), does not use an “e”.  

Early maps of the area generally do not use an “e”. 
 

     In the following listing those items that use the ‘Boone” are underlined and in 

italics: 
 

 1794   Jabez Brown. 

 1830   Augustus Tower - Plan of Stow.  

 1845   Written deed of land to A. Maynard –Boone. 

 1844   Borden map. 

 1851   Thoreau description of hike to the lake. 

 1852   Cochituate Water Board (owned lake). 

 1875   Beer’s Middlesex County Atlas. 

 1883   Geo Barton erects “Boon” monument. 

 1894   Early USGS topographic maps. 

 1899   Map of deeds of Boon’s Pond (Hud Hist Society?) . 

Early 1900s   Railroad sign of stop in Stow at Sudbury River. 

 1903   Whitney Brigham ‘Plan of Oak Moor’ Boone. 
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1903   Newspaper article water carnival, Boone. 

 1905   Bigelow plan of Barton land in Stow. 

 1907   Willard, Plan of Temple Land. 

 1908   Richard Butler sketch of 2nd basin, Boone. 

 1909   Rock & Hayes plan of Lakeside land. 

 1910   Selectmen license to Kattelle boat on lake. 

 1910   Lake Boon as it Looked in 1910” L Kattelle. 

1913   Labor Day sports program water carnival. 

1918   Report on the Commission on Waterways & Public lands. 

1921   Charter of Lake Boon Improvement Assn. 

1924   Petition to Hudson Board of Survey. 

1920s Many newspaper articles without “e”. 

1933   Crowell Stow History. 

1939 & 40 - Several newspaper articles, Boone. 

1945    Plan of land, North Shore, William Parker. 

1950s  Ernest Aldrich map of east part of Hudson. 

1951   “Milk bottle murder”, Boone. 

1956  Tuttle plan of land, Eastman-Barton, Stow Plan Bd. 

1975  Newspaper—article on Frank Kane in teens building houses. 

Some early postcards of lake, Boone. 

 

 

 

**************************************** 
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10-30-1845  P279—Asenath Randall to Amory Maynard  $1,250 
(?) = obliterated or illegible text in the original deed 

 

 “… following described rights, privileges, interest and estate in the farm (?) 

in Stow aforesaid on which I now live, and which belonged to my late Husband Isiah 

Randall, namely the right to build a dam across Bailey brook (so called) at the 

passage way across said brook, south of the house on said farm, or at any place 

between said passage way and Boons Pond said dam to be built of stone, earth or 

other materials, and to be raised to such height as shall [be] necessary (?) or 

convenient to said Maynard, except a flood gate way (?), which shall be not less 

than twenty five feet wide and raise to such height only as will raise the water in 

said Boons Pond to the height of the center (?) of an iron bolt (?) this day driven 

into a Stone Monument on the northwest bank of said pond in presence of David 

Goodale, Silas Newton and Lyman Perry and with the right to raise and keep up the 

water of said Pond to the height of the centre of said bolt at the seasons of the 

year without any claim for damages done or to be done by the flowing hereby cause, 

to any part of said farm and the said dam to keep up, maintain and repair and to 

use for the purpose of using said pond as a reservoir forever, with the right to 

build and maintain upon said dam a building to cover said flood gate way and to 

store, flash boards, tools or other articles for the preservation, repairs or 

management of said dam --? Occupancy of said building for said purposes, the right 

to get out stone and any part of said farm where it is most convenient for building 

said dam and to take gravel and earth from any part of the farm which the said 

Maynard has hereby a right to flow and from the knoll next southeast of the dam 

the purpose of building and repairing (?) said dam fore (?) the said Maynard for 

himself his heirs and assigns ?ing and being bound to make and maintain Dam 

between said ? next southeast of the dam and ? bank beyond at the most 

convenient place, sufficient to keep the water from setting up the ?, and to make a 

passage way on the dam provided ? shall build the same where the present ?  and 

Bridge are, or so as to [NOT?] interfere with said bridge (?) and passageway. Also 

the right to deepen the channel of said Bailey Brook above and below the dam so as 

(?) to draw off the pond to the level of the River at the lowest stage of the water 

and to widen and straighten the channel of said brook not to exceed ? in feet in 

width, and where a new cut is made the purpose of straightening, the said Maynard 

being bound and obligated to put the earth taken from the new cut into the old 

channel, and in widening to throw the earth upon the side bank, along with (?) the 

right to keep said channel and any such new channel (?) clear and unobstructed  
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forever, and the right to all the water from the River in times of high water ---(?) 

pass into the reservoir for the purpose of filling the same through said flood gate 

way, provide that if the said (?) Maynard shall take the stone to build said dam if 

he (?) shall make said cuts and cleanings in the months of June or July, he shall pay 

for any damage done (?) to crops on the farm thereby. …” 
 

 

 This was before the Ben Smith dam in Maynard (1846 or 47).  So the river 

was much lower than at present.  The Army COE floodplain report on the river 

indicates the bottom of the river is about 6-8’  below the river surface so assume 

the river was in 1845 about that much lower. So if the river flood could go INTO 

the lake the initial dam height had to be much lower than the current dam. (data 

from the Assabet River, Massachusetts Sediment and Dam Removal Feasibility 

Study, p 22. US Army Corps of Engineers New England District.   
 

 

Table 4 reports “Impoundment Max. Water Depth, USGS report (ft.) = 11 feet 

above BS dam.” 

 

 

 

**************************************** 
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1857, Cochituate Water Board, City of Boston Doc no 12, p. 5-6: 
 

 “…the Board have disposed of Boon Pond and Rams Horn Meadow, in the town 

of Stow. These [LB & Rams Horn Meadow, still a meadow] were purchased with a 

view of forming a compensating reservoir, auxiliary to the Marlborough reservoir. 

But nothing has ever been done with them. They [presumably Boon Pd and R H 

Meadow] embraced about 130 acres, nearly or quite half covered with water. The 

City’s property consisted mainly in right of flowage; there being besides these only 

a narrow margin of woodland that could be regarded as of much value. It was 

deemed best, therefore, to dispose of the whole to Mr. Amory Maynard (who owns 

a factory below,) for the sum of $1,674. Mr. Maynard can add value to his mill 

privilege by exercising these rights of flowing, but the City could derive no benefit 

from them whatever.” 

 

1859, Cochituate Water Board, City Doc No. 8, p. 7-8 

 “The past season has been deemed to be a favorable one to make sales of 

such property appurtenant to the Water Works, as was not needed for practical 

use. The Board have sold to Mr. Amory Maynard, the Marlborough Reservoir, and 

all the land and privileges belonging to the city and lying in said Marlborough 

[presumably including LB & RH Meadow], for the sum of $8,000…” 

 

**************************************** 
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LBC rules (First published in 1944): 
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(from Ralph Sheridan’s “History of Maynard”, p 166ff) 

 

 

Pleasure Boats on the Assabet River 
 

 “May 23, 1906 a license was granted to two enterprising Maynard men, Peter 

Wilcox and Fred Chandler to operate a steam launch called Queen on the Assabet 

River for the purpose of taking parties from Maynard to Lake Boon and return. A 

boathouse and landing wharf were built at the river near the Ben Smith Dam, in the 

rear of the Concord, Maynard and Hudson Street Railway carbarn, and a landing 

wharf was built at Whitman's crossing near Lake Boon. At first regular trips were 

made on Sunday and Saturday afternoon from May to October.  Later, one trip per 

day each way was made on weekdays.  The cost of the ride was twenty-five cents 

each way. 

 Passengers wishing to go to Lake Boon, would get off at Whitman's crossing 

and walk the quarter of a mile to Lake Boon, where they could board the launch 

Princess for a ride around the lake, or stop to visit friends at one of the many 

cottages.  The ride up the river and return was a pleasant one and was enjoyed by 

many.  In September 1906 a second launch Gertrude with a seating capacity of 

thirty-five passengers was added.  A third launch Teddy was put in service in 1910.  

That year the firm changed the name to Chandler and Howard, when Allen Howard 

purchased a share of the business. 
 

 September 1910 the Queen was sold to Lake Boon parties, and in June 1914 

the Gertrude was sold to the Union Carbide Company of Canada and was shipped to 

Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan, and the business dissolved. All who took this delightful 

ride up the Assabet River and back on a pleasant day still hold it as one of their 

most cherished memories.” 

 

 

**************************************** 

 

Appendix 4.5 History of 

Assabet Launches 
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 “The chemical used here was rotenone: “Rotenone is derived from the roots 

and stems of certain tropical and subtropical plants.  Rotenone kills fish by 

inhibiting cellular respiration and the ability to use dissolved oxygen.  In effect, 

the fish suffocate.  Fish exposed to lethal rotenone concentrations move to the 

surface and gasp for oxygen as if the water was oxygen-depleted. However, 

rotenone does not reduce the amount of oxygen dissolved in the pond water. 

Rotenone is sold under the brand names Fish Tox®, Nox-Fish®, Prentox®, Chem 

Fish® and Nusyn NoxFish®).  Products containing rotenone are restricted-use 

pesticides.  Restricted-use pesticides may be applied only by a certified private 

applicator on his or her own property, or by a licensed commercial pesticide 

applicator.  Rotenone can be hazardous to people and the environment if not 

handled and applied correctly...” 

http://fisheries.tamu.edu/files/2013/09/SRAC-Publication-No.-4101-Removing-

Fish-from-Ponds-with-Rotenone.pdf 

 

 

From Science Direct (@ https://www.science.direct.com…) 
 

 “Sodium arsenite solutions and arsenic trioxide were popular in the 1960s 

but are now banned.  This class also includes iron and copper sulfates, which are 

used for foliar applications.  Sulfuric acid has been widely used in horticulture and 

cereal crops as a selective herbicide.  The materials are water soluble and readily 

leach from soil.” 

 

 

 

**************************************** 

 

Appendix 4.6 (Chemicals used in Lake Boon) 
 

http://fisheries.tamu.edu/files/2013/09/SRAC-Publication-No.-4101-Removing-Fish-from-Ponds-with-Rotenone.pdf
http://fisheries.tamu.edu/files/2013/09/SRAC-Publication-No.-4101-Removing-Fish-from-Ponds-with-Rotenone.pdf
https://www.soceince/
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(Including letter in opposition) 

 

  

Text for enabling legislation for weed control-1961: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 4.7 
 

(1960 & 1961 Legislation on Herbicide use in lake) 
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Letter in opposition to the legislation: 
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Appendix 4.8 

Deed Giving Barton Road Dam to Stow 
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Appendix 4-9 

Jellyfish in Lake Boon 
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Appendix 4.10 

(Town Boundary realignment) 
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The Stow Historical Society has a website which lists all of the following 

references on Stow.   A few are online and all are for sale; 

 

Stow Historical Books  (StowHistoricalSociety.org) 

Ethel B. Childs  “History of Stow, 1983”.  

    Stow Historical Society Pub. Co; Tercentenary Edition. 
 

Ralph Sheridan  “History of Maynard 1871-1971”, 

    Maynard Historical Committee.  (Available PDF on line.) 
 

Gutteridge, William H.   “A Brief History of the Town of 

Maynard,  Masachusetts”, Published by the Town of 

Maynard, 1921. (PDF on line) 

 

Rev. & Mrs. Preston R. Crowell, 

 “Stow, Massachusetts 1683-1933”.  

    Published by Stow, Massachusetts.  

    Compiled in honor of The  Two Hundred Fiftieth   

             anniversary of the Town. 1933.  

    Available as a PDF file from Stow Historical Society. 

 

Halprin, Lewis.  “Past Tense”, Volumes 1 and 2 (undated). 

 

Alan Kattelle & Lewis Halprin, “Images of America“ series. 

    “Lake Boon”.  1998 

    “Lake Boon Post Cards”.  2005 

    These are invaluable companion picture books 

     to the history of the lake. 

 

Butler, Richard A. “Yesteryear, Early 1900s”  

(unpublished document) 

    A family history as reconstructed in 1982-life at Lake  

    Boon containing text, pictures & map of Lakeside Area.   

 

Hudson & Stow newspapers (various issues). 

    Most of the direct quotes are from these Hudson and   

    Stow newspapers: 

   The Hudson Sun. 

   The Hudson/Marlboro Enterprise. 

   The Stow Independent & Stow Villager. 

Appendix 5: List of References 
 

http://stowhistoricalsociety.org/Books.html
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Massachusetts Department of Conservation.  

   Various correspondence from unpublished files of the   

   Department  (beginning in 1912 on). Scanned files    

   provided by the Massachusetts Division of Fish & Game,   

   Westboro, Mass. 

 

Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System. (MACRIS) 

   Towns of Hudson and Stow, Massachusetts.   

   (Various dates) 

 

Massachusetts Historical Commission Reconnaissance Survey, 

   The 1980 Hudson Town Report.    

   The 1980 Stow Town Report.    

 

Town of Stow, Massachusetts (various departments, esp Highway Department) 

   Documents Relative to Lake Boon Dam (undated).  

   Contains chronology (1962 to 2001) and various reports. 

 

Lake Boon Commission. Minutes held by Town Clerk, Town of Hudson, various dates. 

 

Lake Boon Association & Lake Boon Improvement Assn documents. 

   Held by the Hudson Historical Society (various dates). 

 

Town of Hudson Annual Reports. Various departments.  Selectmen’s minutes. 

 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts, Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 

(various books). 

 

Statutes …Relating to the City of Boston, 

    Passed prior to Jan, 1885. (Cochituate Water Board  actions). 
 

Wallace R. Hansen.  Geology and Mineral Resources of the Hudson and Maynard.  

   Quadrangles USGS Survey Bulletin, 1938.  United States.  

   Geological Survey & the  Massachusetts Department of Public  

   Works. 1956. (available on line). 

 

Sediment and Dam Removal Feasibility Study, Assabet River, Massachusetts  

   (Sept 2010), US Army Corps of Engineers, New England District.  

 

Report of the Commission On Waterways & Public Lands on the water resources  

   of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, and their conservation  

   and utilization. Report of the Engineer of the Commission (1918). 
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Various Documents, Eastern Massachusetts NWR Complex Visitor Center. 

 

Environmental Assessment. United States Fish & Wildlife Service (2008). 

 

Watershed Survey Report and Action Plan.  Lake Boon. Hudson & Stow, MA. 

   Lake Boon Watershed Survey Team, in cooperation with the  

   Massachusetts Riverways Program. 

 

Department of Fisheries, Wildlife & Environmental Law Enforcement. 

   Lake/watershed stewardship program (May 2003). 
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Contributions made by many lake people from personal files & notes: 

Alan Kattelle 

Lew Halprin 

Butler Family 

Paul Walcott 

The Jackson Family 

The Parker Family 

   Descendants of the Barton Family 

 

Contributions 


